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ADVERTISEMENT. 



The Lectures to Young Men, recently delivered in St 
GeoiTge's Church, * from which the following are a selec- 
tion, were a source of gratification to the Christian puh- 
11c, at the time of their delivery, not only on account of 
the vital importance of the themes discussed, and the abi- 
lity with which they were treated by the respective lec- 
turers, but also on account of the beautiful and edifying 
spectacle of Christian unity, which they were instru- 
mental in exhibiting. Ministers belonging to the dif- 
ferent denominations in Edinburgh, who *' hold the Head, 
even Christ,' were seen ^ walking together as far as they 
were agreed,' and uniting to assail the common enemy — 
Irreligion, with its child, JiE(morality. 

It affords the publisher no small gratification, that, 
while he has been enabled, in this little volume, to pre- 
sent some of the Lecturer in a permanent form, he has 
also succeeded in retaining that attractive feature of 
unity, to which allusion is made, since the reverend lec- 
turers, who have kindly consented to appear in this 
united form, are respectively a Seceder, an Independent, 
a Scottish Churchman, and an Episcopalian. 

To the friends of Christianity in general, and espe- 
cially to young men, this little volume is confidently re- 
commended. 

* With one exception, Mr I>rummond*8 Lecture was deliyered 
in Trinity Chapel. 
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LECTURE I. 



CONNEXION BETWEEN THE DISCOVERIES OF SCIENCE 
AND TRUE RELIGION, AND THE MANNER IN WHICH 
THEY ILLUSTRATE EACH OTHER. 

The title of this Lecture may be understood in vari- 
ous senses, all of them conducting us into extensive and 
profitable fields of thought. Applying the term Reli- 
gion to Natural Theology, we might occupy our time 
very pleasantly in shewing you how all Nature, as inter- 
preted by science, exhibits marks of design, and illustrates 
the power, wisdom, and goodness of one Almighty Framer. 
We might pass into the enchanting field of Natural His- 
tory, or climb the heavens and mark the glories of the 
planetary worlds, or even descend into the bowels of the 
earth, and, amid apparent marks of ruin and disorder, 
trace, by the aid of the torch of science, the benevolent 
workings of an intelligent and Almighty Creator. We 
might shew you that, in proportion as the various pro- 
vinces of creation are explored, the character of its Great 
Architect becomes more illustriously exhibited, and that 
every new discovery that is added to the book of science be- 
comes, as it were, a new column reared in the temple of na- 
ture, on which devotion may inscribe *• incomprehensible 
majesty,' *• inscrutable wisdom,' ^ inexhaustible goodness !' 
We shall not enter, however, upon this alluring field of il- 
lustration ; but satisfy ourselves with referring '^wsLX.oT^^t- 
ham's Physico-Theology, and still mot^ \» \>cifc^«ics«s^ 
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Theology of Paley — a book in which the selection of cases 
is most skilfal,and in which the details of science, stripped 
of every forbidding technicality, are presented with all 
the simplicity and beauty of the most fascinating nar- 
rative. 

There is a second delightful train of remark, which 
the title of our Lecture may be understood as inviting us 
to pursue. Understanding by religion that holy state 
of mind which is produced ' through sanctification of 
the Spirit and belief of the truth,' we might illustrate the 
influence of scientific knowledge upon a mind thus occu- 
pied and controlled by religious principle. The more 
such a man traced the grandeur of the universe, the 
more would he feel himself to be but an atom in the 
midst of it ; the more he considered ' the heavens the work 
of God's fingers, the moon and the stars which he had 
ordained,' the more would he be ready to prostrate him- 
self before the divine Greatness, and with profound hu- 
mility to exclaim, ' What is man that thou art mindful 
of him, and the son of man that thou visitest him ?' 
Every new exhibition of the divine Majesty which opened 
before such a man in the immensities of nature, would 
bring him back to meditate, with increased wonder, upon 
the glories of divine mercy as displayed in the page of 
scripture ; his conceptions of God as a Saviour, would 
expand with his knowledge of God as a Creator. It is 
thus beneficently that the light of science might be shewn 
to fall upon the heart that has already been irradiated 
by the light of Christianity, and the rays of both com- 
mingling, to give the highest elevation to the human cha- 
racter. 

But there is yet a third train of thought which the 
title of our Lecture suggests, and to which we propose 
to direct our principal notice. We refer to the relation 
between the discoveries of science and the statements of the 
Bible, We might have illustrated at much length the 
influence of scientific knowledge upon religious feeling ; 
but we prefer illustrating the connexion between the 
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discoveries of science and religious truth, as a path of 
ohservation less commonly trodden, and second to none, 
in momentous importance. We are deeply persuaded, 
moreover, of the seasonableness of such a discussion ; for 
there is reason to think that there exists in the minds of not 
a few, a lurking feeling, only half confessed to themselves, 
that Nature and the Bible do not in all points harmo- 
nize. We can even suppose such persons as we have re- 
ferred to, to have already yielded an undoubting confi- 
dence to those independent evidences of its divine origin, 
such as miracle and prophecy, to which the Bible points 
the intelligent inquirer for her proper credentials ; and 
yet irom the unfriendly aspect with which science seems 
to them to look upon the Bible, to have their convictions 
the meanwhile unsettled, and be in imminent danger of 
going back into the gloomy and cheerless regions of 
scepticism. Nor can it be affirmed that their views, 
though utterly groundless, are altogether unnatural. 
When we consider that not a few men of science have 
been unbelievers; when we call to mind the boldness with* 
which such individuals have affirmed the existence of a 
discrepancy between science and the Bible, and the readi- 
ness with which crude theories have often been put forth 
as indubitable principles, when at any time they seemed 
to reflect doubt upon a statement of revelation, we need 
not wonder that some have been imposed on by the very 
hardihood of the assailants ; and imagining that such a 
confident bearing could only be the result of the most 
careful inquiry and the most candid comparison, been 
led to indulge the painful suspicion, that from the depths 
of nature, weapons might be brought to overthrow the 
bulwarks, and to raze the foundations of revealed truth. 
Now, scarcely any thing can be more desirable in regard 
to such persons, than to shew them the relation in which 
Nature and the Bible stand to each other; to present them 
with just and rational principles upon which the two 
may be harmonized ; and for the sake both of confi]cts^v(^% 
the doubter, and of confounding tVie Q>\s^^<5\.Q»T^\.^'ssia^<j^ 
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it evident, that, however the Bible may have been as- 
sailed by some scientific men, she finds in science herself 
one of her trustiest handmaids, and that instead of being 
overthrown by nature, she gathers in every province of 
her wide domains, fresh evidence of her inspiration and 
truth. 

It might serve to dissipate much of the misapprehen- 
sion that prevails on this subject, and to give to the winds 
a host of vague suspicions and objections, could men be 
brought distinctly to see what is the grand purpose which 
the volume of revelation was designed to serve. Let it 
be borne in mind, then, that the inspired writers were 
not sent to impart to man a system of philosophy, or to 
guide him through the circle of the sciences ; they came 
invested with a far more elevated and momentous com- 
mission. They appeared as the messengers of God to an 
apostate province of his empire, to reveal to its guilty 
inhabitants the method of redemption and recovery. The 
dispensation of grace was an arrangement subsequent to 
'that of nature, called forth by the peculiar circumstances 
of man as a fallen being, and adapted to those peculiar 
circumstances. It contemplates man as a miserable being 
— miserable, because guilty and depraved ; and its benig- 
nant aim throughout all its discoveries is to deliver him 
from the burden of sin under which he groans and toils, 
to re-kindle in his bosom the flame of holy love, and to 
replace upon his head the crown of glory. This is the 
high and benevolent design of revealed truth; and to sup- 
pose the sacred writers to have gone aside from this to 
instruct man in the truths of science, is to suppose them 
to have done what was at once superfluous and insufii- 
cient : — superfluous, because no revelation from heaven 
was necessary to make known to man what his own fa- 
culties hiEive shown themselves competent to discover ; — 
insufficient, because no discoveries of science, however 
brilliant, could bring any intelligence to man adapted to 
his moral circumstances as an outcast from the favour of 
his God^ Oh ! no ; astronomy has winged her flight to 



DISCOVERIES OF SCIENCE AND TRUE RELIGION. 9 

the most distant stars ; geology has laid open the workings 
of nature in her great laboratory ; and chemistry has ex- 
tracted from her some of her choicest secrets, but nei- 
ther in the glories of the firmament, nor on the rocks of 
the earth, can we trace an answer to the momentous ques- 
tion — 'What must I do be saved?' To answer this 
question, the Almighty himself must draw aside the vail, 
and hold direct converse with man ; and while He speaks, 
we deem even the presence of science, fair and venerable 
though she be in her own place, as inpertinent and in- 
trusive. The roost splendid discoveries that she has ever 
laid at the feet of man would be unworthy of a thought, 
while the great problem of man s salvation was being 
stated and solved to him by his Maker. 

These observations make it evident, that, while Nature 
and the Bible have emanated from a common source, the 
province of the latter is quite distinct from that of the 
former. This being the case, it is reasonable to expect, 
that, while each system is perfect when viewed in rela- 
tion to the object it contemplates, each shall unfold its 
own peculiar truths, and employ its own distinct instru- 
mentality. Our meaning may be made clear, and our 
argument confirmed, by a simple example. Suppose an 
author were to publish two treatises, the one on chemistry, 
and the other on theology ; each might be admirably 
adapted to its own end, but the principles unfolded, and 
the statements made in the one, would not indeed be op- 
posite, but quite distinct from those presented in the other- 
And suppose an individual to open the volume of theo- 
logy, and to be ofiended because it did not contain allu- 
sions in its every page to his favourite science of che- 
mistry, we would deem his conduct in the highest degree 
unreasonable. And yet much more unreasonable and 
indefensible is the conduct of those, who come to the 
Bible expecting to find in it a sort of encyclopiedia of the 
sciences, and fling it aside as a dishonoured book, un- 
worthy the notice of a philosopher, because it hai&TLQ.l\)R«fv 
constructed according to their pxe-coiicewe^. xtfiNXaxka «^^ 
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prejudices. We remind them again of the high and pe- 
culiar purpose which revelation was designed to accom- 
plish, — the recovery of an apostate race ; and again we 
affirm its admunble adaptation to this holy and benignant 
design. I can trace in the page of science innumerable 
marks of the omnipotence and wisdom of my Creator, 
but the page of scripture reveals to me what the most 
soaring speculations of science could never have guessed, 
' How a fallen child of Adam may be just with God/ In 
the heavens above, and in the earth beneath, I discover 
the multiplied symbols of Almighty power and of con- 
summate skill ; but it is only when I have come within 
the sacred boundaries of revelation that I am privileged 
to gaze upon the tokens of divine mercy. On the tem- 
ple of nature I can see these words legibly inscribed, 
' The Lord is great, and of great power ; his understanding 
is infinite.' On the temple of revelation I can trace these 
words infinitely more alluring to a sinner, ' The Lord 
God merciful and gracious ; long sufiering, abundant in 
goodness and in truth; keeping mercy for thousands, 
forgiving iniquity, transgression, and sin.' It is the pe- 
culiar province of the Bible to make known this most 
attractive attribute of the divine character to guilty man, 
and to shew him the channel through which it operates ; 
and bent on this high and benevolent mission, it does not 
stoop or turn aside to notice those matters of lesser mo- 
ment, which come within the proper sphere of science. 
Had it done this, it would have failed in its object, and 
helpless man when he came seeking bread, would only 
have received a stone, or a serpent ! 

But, while the sacred writers were not commissioned 
to teach us a system of philosophy, but what was of in- 
finitely higher moment to us, as fallen beings, a system 
of theology and morals adapted to our circumstances, it 
became necessary in the very fulfilment of this com- 
mission to make occasional references to the facts of sci- 
ence. Now, it is reasonable to expect, that, whenever 
* sach. a reference is made in a book professing to be a di- 
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vine revelation, there should be an entire congruity and 
consistency between its statements, and the truths de- 
monstrated by philosophy. Assuming the Scriptures 
and the Universe to be two distinct revelations put forth 
by the same all-perfect mind, we are warranted to anti- 
cipate that the two documents, when at any time they 
refer to the same subject, should exhibit an entire har- 
mony in their statements. Could we conceive a number 
of obvious discrepancies to be discovered between a book 
professing to be a divine revelation, and the discoveries 
of science, such a discrepancy would immediately pro- 
duce, in every well regulated mind, an utter scepticism 
in regard to its claims. Hence it is that no spurious re- 
velation has been able to abide this simple test. The 
Koran of Mohammed, and the Shasters of the Hindoos, 
both pretend to instruct men in the laws of nature, but 
the ignorance which they display on points familiar to the 
mere t3rro in science, and the opposition in their state- 
ments to some of the best established truths, betray the 
short-sightedness of mere human invention, and brand 
the documents as clumsy and presumptuous forgeries. 
But if it can be shewn that the Bible is capable of under- 
going such a test, that, on no occasion on which it touches 
upon matters of science, has it contradicted a single fact 
of nature — ^yea, that as the various sciences advance to 
perfection, the harmony between the two revelations be- 
comes the more obvious ; and that this remark applies 
not to one science only, but to all upon whose confines 
the Bible touches ; if this can be shewn, will it not have 
the effect of dissipating at once, a number of vague and 
plausible objections to the divinity of the Bible, and of 
adding valuable confirmation to its proper evidences. 
Now, such we affirm to be the actual state of the case. 

But here there is an important distinction, which it 
is necessary to make. The Bible, we affirm, will always 
speak the same language as nature, just because there is 
distinct evidence to prove that the same infinitely wise 
and perfect Being is author of both.. liMX. >^'«i\.*Cw5i^^^^ 
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maybe misinterpreted, and nature may be misander- 
stood ; the philologist may read in the one document, 
and the man of science in the other, a meaning which 
neither of them reaUy bears ; and in this case there will be 
an apparent discrepancy. Now, what is the coarse which 
candour and justice, as well as true philosophy, require 
us, in such circumstances, to take ? Is the theologian to 
frown upon science, to hold it up to the world as the 
enemy of revelation, and to call upon the man of science 
to cease from his experiments, and at once to bow to 
what he represents as the authority of Scripture ? And 
is the man of science, on the other hand, to conclude at 
once against the Bible ; to proclaim an irreconcileable 
discrepancy between the voice of nature and of the 
Scriptures, and to call upon the infidel crowd to join 
with him in his triumphs and congratulations that the 
Bible has at length had the signature of heaven, which 
multitudes had imagined they traced in its pages, proved 
to be a forgery ? Both of these courses have been adopt- 
ed, and both revelation and science have been dishonour- 
ed by such unjust and unseemly advocacy. The wise 
and proper course to be taken, in any case where discre- 
pancy seems to exist between Scripture and science, is 
not to suppose any real contradiction, but to suspect that 
one or both of the documents has been interpreted falsely. 
The defender of revelation can point to miracles, prophe- 
cies, and other evidences, as independent, and, as he feels 
them to be, conclusive evidences for the divinity of his 
Bible. On the strength of these he is warranted to be- 
lieve that there can never exist any actual discrepancy 
between the two revelations; while he is entitled to 
demand of the man of science that, instead of indulging 
in a sweeping and unwarrantable condemnation of the 
Bible on the strength of his theory, both should proceed 
to trace back with caution and patience the steps of 
their respective interpretations, and to see if they cannot 
find the true cause of the disagreement in themselves. 
This the advocate of revelation is entitled to demand, 
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not as an act of generosity, bnt as a matter of reasonable 
justice, on the ground of those undoubted credentials by 
which the Bible has already made good its claims ; and 
on the ground of these same credentials, instead of frown- 
ing discouragement on the investigations of the man of 
science, he may call upon him to investigate more fully, 
well knowing that truth can never be opposed to truth, 
and that error is only to be effectually exposed and con- 
founded by unweariedly pursuing our inquiries until we 
trace it to its source.* 

Were the voice of experience to be heard on this sub- 
ject, it would be found giving valuable and impressive 
confirmation to the principles we have now stated ; while 
it rebuked at once the bigoted intolerance and ignorant 
assumptions of infallibility on the part of some defenders 
of revelation ; and the rash presumption, and in some in- 
stances we may well add, the malignant animosity of 
those who have tried to pervert the theories of science 
into weapons of attack upon the Bible. 

The former we might remind of the case of Galileo, 
dragged before the Romish Inquisition when seventy 
years of age, and, laying his hand on the Sacred Scrip- 
tures, forced solemnly to disavow his belief in the earth's 
motion around the sun as ^ equally absurd and false in 
philosophy, and, considered theologically, equally erro- 

' We invite the attention of the reader to Rome admirable remarks 
on this subject in Herschel's Introduction to the Study of Natural 
Philosophy, forming vol. xiv. of Lardner's Cabinet Cyclopaedia. The 
whole of this treatise, indeed, is written in a fine spirit, exhibiting 
the most enlarged views of science, while it evidently looks with a 
friendly aspect on revealed truth. Free alike from that narrow 
bigotry which deems any kind of real knowledge dangerous, and 
f^m that unphilosophical spirit exhibited by not a few philoso- 
phers, which is in love with a theory in proportion to its reckless- 
ness ; opening up interminable and alluring fields of knowledge in 
every branch of science, and showing in what manner each has con- 
tributed to improve and to elevate the condition of our race,— we 
scarcely know any work that is better fitted to inspire the young 
mind with a taste for scientific knowledge, and to imbue it at the 
same time with that humble and self -diffident disposition which ii 
80 needfal in the search for truth. 
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iieouH and heretical !' No intelligent Christian now ima- 
gines the Bible to teach any thing contrary to the Co- 
pemican system of astronomy ; but on the authority of 
certain passages, expressed in conformity to popular lan- 
guage, and for the most part occurring in the poetical 
parts of Scripture,* the Church of Rome affirmed other- 
wise, and compelled the aged philosopher to disaTow 
opinions which he could not cease to hold without ceas- 
ing to think. Such a fact as this proved nothing against 
the Bible ; all that it really did was to disprove the as- 
sumed infallibility of those who had set themselves up 
as its unerring expositors ; and yet we may imagine the 
impression it would make upon the general mind, hold- 
ing up the Bible as unable to endure the searching light 
of science, and violently putting asunder what God had 



* Wo hare here hinted at a principle of interpretation of im- 
ntoniio Talae in connexion with tlie reasonings we are here pursuing. 
The Hiblo having been written, not for philosophers, but for the 
poophs for men of every degree of talent and intelligence, it was in- 
dinfHinnably necessary, in order to its being understood, —that is, in 
order to its accomplishing those high purposes for which it was be- 
utowed, that it should be expressed in popular language' Had the 
sncrod writers, in those places in which they refer to natural ob- 
jects, expressed themselves with technical precision, many parts of 
tlie Bible must, almost up to the present hour, have remained as a 
fountain sealed. Is it too much to ask of men to bring the same 
amount of common-sense to the study of the Bible as they are ac- 
customed to bring to«he perusal of any other work ? Sir Isaac Xew- 
ton, in his epistolary writings, speaks of sunrise and sunset Mil- 
ton, in his poetry, speaks of ' the moon as wandering thro' the hea- 
vens.' Byron, of. the sun as ' sinking in the western main.* Pollok, 
of the morning-star as * melting away into the light of heaven ;* yet 
who would be so utterly absurd as think of charging these illustri- 
ous persons with contradicting the discoveries of science, though 
none of the expressions to which we have referred are physioaUy 
true 1 Can any good reason, then, be assigned why the popular and 
poetical passages of Scripture, such as that in which Moses speaks 
of the * sun rising upon Sodom,' or that in which Job speaks of ' the 
pillars of the earth,* or that in which David speaks of the sun * go- 
ing forth from his chambers as a bridegroom to run his race,' should 
be interpreted by a more rigid standard ? Surely, it is only the part 
of a pediant to expect that such passages should have been written 
with philosophi<»l correctness, and of a bigot to apply them as if 
they were. 
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joined, by presenting religion, not as the ally, but as the 
enemy of knowledge. ' One conclusion, says Playfair, 
^ cannot be 'denied, that the indiscreet defenders of reli- 
gion have often proved its worst enemies.'* 

On the other hand, there are not wanting numerous 
facts to show the man of science that it is possible for 
him to interpret nature falsely, and to draw from its dis- 
closures, conclusions unfavourable to revelation, which 
more full investigation shall compel him to disown. 
There is scarcely a page in the history of science which 
does not supply us with cases in illustration of this 
remark ; but we deem it sufficient to point to what has 
taken place in our own times in regard to one of the 
youngest and most interesting of the sciences — Geology. 
How often, during the last half century, has the chris- 
tian world been startled from its propriety by astound- 
ing, and, judging from the confidence of their advocates, 
incontrovertible dogmas on subjects connected with this 
science. It is affirmed, that since attention was first 
directed to it, no fewer than eighty theories on geology 
have arisen, lived their little day, and disappeared. But 
let us quote the experience of Sharon Turner, one of the 
most enh'ghtened writers on this subject : — 

' It is now thirty-five years,* says he, ' since my atten- 
tion was first directed to these considerations. It was 
then the fashion for men of science, and for a large part 
of the educated and inquisitive world, to rush into a dis- 
belief of all vmtten revelation ; and several geological 
speculations were directed against it. But I have lived 
to see the most hostile of these followed by as hostile 
successors, and to observe that nothing which was of this 
character, however plausible at the moment of its ap- 
pearance, has had any duration in human estimation, not 
even the most sceptical.'t What is the lesson we ask, 
which these undeniable facts should teach the man of 

* Encyclopsedia Britannica, Seventh Edition, vol. i. 492. 

i Sharon Turner's Sacred History of the World (Family Library^ 

p. 37). 
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science ? Should they not teach him caution and diffi- 
dence in all his conclusions, and to review and reconsider 
well ere he turns any of his theories against the bul- 
warks of revelation, lest, perchance, the weapon should 
recoil upon himself and overwhelm him, as multitudes 
have been overwhelmed before, with discomfiture and 
shame. Suppose a philosopher, in making two similar 
experiments, should be conducted to different results, 
how would he account for the apparent discrepancy ? 
Would he conclude at once that nature was guided by 
no fixed laws ? Or would he not rather suspect that the 
fault lay with himself^ and that he had unconsciously 
allowed something to interfere which vitiated the expe- 
riment ? And acting on this rational impression, he would 
repeat the experiment imtil he discovered where the vi- 
tiating cause lay. Now, this is all that we demand for 
the Bible, when there at any time appears a discrepancy 
between its language and that of nature. Let the Bible- 
expositor revise his intei*pretation8 ; let the man of 
science revise his, and the two documents will always be 
found at length to harmonize. 

This we affirm, not only because convinced of the 
divinity of the Bible by those evidences to which it 
appeals as its proper credentials, but because all ex- 
perience warrants the affirmation. For what is now 
the actual state of matters between the Bible and 
scientific discovery? Between two and three thousand 
years ago the pages of Scripture were first laid open 
to the investigation of the world. Touching, as it did, 
upon numerous points in science, some of them the 
most curious and intricate, no book ever exposed itself 
more completely to detection, supposing it to have con- 
tained any error. From that time to this, its pages have 
been unfolded, inviting scrutiny, defying it — and the 
result has only been to reveal the more fully to Chris- 
tians the vastness and stability of those foundations on 
which it is their privilege to stand. The advance of 
science has not increased doubt, but dissipated it. Dark 
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passages have been explained, seeming discrepancies have 
been reconciled ; and what were difficulties in the earlier 
days of science have been transformed into confirmations. 
One discovery after another has cast increasing light upon 
the sacred page ; and sciences, whose very names were 
unknown when the volume of revelation was completed, 
now form some of the surest bulwarks of faith. In a 
word, the hundredth part of such an ordeal as the Bible 
has undergone, must have sufficed to detect an impos- 
ture, while the effect in its case has only been to bring 
out in greater distinctness the signature of heaven. 

It would certainly form one of the most interesting 
works that could be written, though requiring for its 
successful execution a rare combination of talent and 
attainment, were a volume to be produced exhibiting the 
numerous occasions in which science has given testimony 
to the accuracy of the Bible; but all that ire can do is to 
present you with a selection oi examples, which we hope 
will have the efiFect of leading you to further inquiry for 
yourselves. Such a selection is demanded by the pro- 
gress of our argument ; but while we undertake to intro- 
duce you to the alluring field, we must leave it to others 
to exhaust it. 

We might begin with noticing one of the most curious 
and minute discoveries of the Anatomist in the human 
f^me, as affording incidental confirmation to an import- 
ant statement of Scripture. It is recorded by John, 
you remember, that when our Lord hung on the cross, 
^ one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and 
forthwith came there out blood and water.'* Now the 
blood is easily accounted for, but whence came the wa- 
ter ? Many centuries after the evangelical history was 
written the human frame was too imperfectly understood 
to afford any explanation, and accordingly we find most 
of the earlier commentators regarding the phenomenon 
as miraculous. But the researches of modern patholo- 
gists have long since thrown light upoutlv^ «^et^.»V3 ^k^- 

* Joh]i> xix. M. 
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vealing a membrane connected with the heart, called 
the pericardium, which contains a small portion of wa- 
ter. The efiiision of water, therefore, along with blood, 
was the natural consequence of such a wound as the sol- 
diers inflicted, and must have occurred in any similar 
case. This is a discovery now familiarly known, it is 
true, beyond the circle of professedly scientific men, but 
its value for the purpose for which we have referred to 
it, depends neither on its familiarity nor on its novelty. 
It was a circumstance unknown to John, and not dis- 
closed by the investigations of the anatomist for many 
centuries after his gospel was written ; we have, there- 
fore, a right to claim it as affording important testimony 
to the evangelist's accuracy.* 

Glancing next at the science of Chemistry, we have 
only time to point to the valuable confirmation afforded 
by some of its principles and discoveries to one of the 
most prominent doctrines of revelation — the resurrection 
of the body. This doctrine, so dear to human hope, and 
so soothing to human sorrow, was cavilled at by unbe- 
lievers in the earliest ages of Christianity ; and the scep- 
tics at Athens, who mocked at Paul when he announced 
it on Mars' Hill, have had their infidel imitators up to 
the present day. That a complex machine like the hu- 
man body, after it has been decomposed and reduced to 
atoms, and those atoms scattered to the winds of heaven, 
should again, after the lapse of innumerable ages, be 
reared up with the same materials, is a doctrine which 
infidelity has often branded as incredible and absurd. 
But as chemical science has advanced to its present Btat« 
of maturity, it has supplied the Christian with principles 

* Bloomfield suggests another explanation of this phenomenon. 
He supposes the blood and water to have been that sanguineous and 
aqueous liquor which is found in the cavities of the pleura after a 
mortal wound, or which follows a stab in the pleura when the peri- 
cardium has been pierced. Bloomfield's Greek Testament; see 
notes in loco.— It is of little consequence which explanation we pre- 
fer, as either of them is equally available for the purposes of our 
argument 
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which enable him to repel the assaults of the sciolist, and 
to demonstrate the entire consistency of this doctrine with 
philosophy. For its researches have shown that what 
is vulgarly called cormption, destruction, &c., is not, 
properly speaking, annihilation — is nothing more than a 
change of arrangement — the disposition of the same ma- 
terials into other forms, without the loss or actual de- 
struction of a single atom. ^ So that,' as has been remark- 
ed by the younger Herschel, ' for aught we can see to 
the contrary, the same identical atom may be concealed 
for thousands of centuries in a limestone rock ; may at 
length be quarried ; set free in the limekiln ; mix with 
the air ; be absorbed from it by plants, and in succes- 
sion become a part of the frames of myriads of living 
beings, till some concurrence of events consigns it once 
more to a long repose, which, however, no way unfits it 
from again resuming its former activity.'* 

In addition to this, it is well known that substances 
which are invisibly incorporated with air, water, and 
other fluids, and which may seem to be literally destroy- 
ed, may be made to re-appear in their original form by 
the application of certain chemical re-agents. We state 
these facts, not as answering every question, or solving 
every difficulty that might be started respecting the doc- 
trine of the resurrection, but as proving to every intelli- 
gent and candid Theist its entire consistency with reason, 
and that the man, who should now affirm its incredibi- 
lity or absurdity, would, in truth, be proclaiming his own 
ignorance or prejudice. It is another of those occasions 
on which science has proved the handmaid of revelation, 
and enabled the defender of the Bible to drive back the 
infidel when he was hastening to extinguish that holy 
and benignant light with which Christianity cheers the 
mourning heart, and beams upon the grave. 

Physiology is another science from whose investiga- 
tions the Bible obtains very valuable corroboration. The 

♦ Discourse on the Study of Natural Philosophy. B-^ S.'^.^^ 
Herschel, M. A., p. 41. (Lardner'a Cabinet Cit\o^»^\^>^^^-'»^^^ -^ 
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point to which we particularly refer is the statement 
made bj Moses, and repeated by Paul, that the human 
race has descended from a single pair. We are aware 
there have been critics, and those of no mean reputation, 
who hare denied that the Bible gives any distinct or cer- 
tain sound on the subject ; but we cannot but regard 
this as an eccentricity unworthy of the great names that 
have lent to it their countenance, and in which, among 
calm and deliberate thinkers, they are not likely to have 
many followers ; for we can scarcely conceive a more 
distinct and authoritative statement than that of Paul — 
*' God hath made of one blood all nations of men for to 
dwell on all the face of the earth/* Assuming, then, 
that the Bible declares all mankind to have descended 
from a single pair, do the investigations of the physiolo- 
gist appear to contradict or to corroborate the Mosaic 
statement ? There was a time when the aspect of science 
on this subject seemed unfriendly to the sacred record, 
and when infidels would have had the world believe 
that a discrepancy had at length been clearly made o'ut 
between the demonstrations of science and the Bible. 
Human beings, it was boldly affirmed, were not all de- 
scended from one father ; the Bible on this subject spoke 
falsely. ^ None but a blind man,' said Voltaire, ^ can 
doubt that the whites, the negroes, the Hottentots, Lap- 
landers, Chinese, and American-Indians, are distinct 
races ;' and the assertion of the Sage of Femey, like the 
most of his other rash and impious assertions, was loudly 
and cheerfully echoed by his numerous satellites. In the 
meantime, scientific inquiry on this interesting subject 
advanced ; research became more extensive and minute ; 
and it is gratifying to observe, that, in proportion as 
this has been the case, and bold conjecture has given 
place to cautious induction, the conclusions of philo- 
sophers have tended more and more towards the simpli- 
city of scriptural statement. Naturalists, in their first 
inquiries into this subject, divided the human race into 

* Acts, xTii. 26. 
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seTen or eight distinet species ; further inyestigation re- 
duced it to four or five ; more recent naturalists have 
reduced it to two or three ; while it has still more lately 
been given forth as his opinion, by one of the most ela- 
borate and skilful investigators, Dr Pritchard, that all 
tho varieties of colour and form which are to be disco- 
vered among the human race may be the work of time 
and of physical causes, and that there is not the least 
occasion for supposing an original diversity.* This is the 
conclusion to which the scientific world seems univer-t 
sally and rapidly tending, so that the man who should 
venture such an assertion as that of Voltaire now, would 
no longer be met with serious reasoning, but overwhelm- 
ed with ridicule. 

While the Bible asserts the origin of our race from 
one single pair, it asserts, with not less distinctness, 
the descent of those numerous languages which are 
now spoken on the earth, from one primeval tongue. 
*• The whole earth,' says Moses, describing the state of 
the world soon after the deluge, ^ was of one language, 
and of one speech.'t This is another of these occasions 
in which the inspired writers touch on the domains of 
science, and by which their accuracy may be put to the 
test. Do the nice and subtle inquiries, then, of the 
grammarian and the philologist, aiford any evidence for 
the primitive unity of speech ? Or are the numerous 
languages spoken on the face of the earth so widely dis- 
tinct as to throw doubt upon the sacred page ? We 
have the same statements to make on this subject as 
upon the former. Perhaps there never was a course of 

* Researches into the Physical History of Mankind. By James 
Cowles Pritchard, M.D., &c. &c. This work holds a very high po- 
sition in the estimate of physiologists. No treatise equally elabo- 
rate and satisfactory on the subjeet we are considering has yet been 
given to the world. ' It would be difficult/ remarks a competent 
judge, * for any one In future to treat of the physical history of man 
without being indebted to Dr Pritchard for a great portion of his 
materials.'— ITiaetNOfi's Leotvres, p. 112. 

t Gen. zi. 1. 
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inquiry which, in its first beginnings, and even for a 
considerable portion of its early progress, seemed to 
threaten results more decidedly adverse to the sacred 
record. It seemed every day to become more and more 
evident, that the differences' existing between the nu- 
merous languages were utterly irreconcileable, and that 
it was impossible to refer them to a common or parent 
stock. But at length, as inquiries became more matur- 
ed, unexpected affinities were discovered ; fragments of 
one original tongue became every where traceable; a 
complete revolution of sentiments took place among 
philologists; and it became evident that the resem- 
blances between the numerous tongues, were too strong 
to comport with any other theory than that of a common 
source. Unbelief, which had long gloried in philology 
as one of its strongholds, has been driven forth from it 
with dishonour, to be henceforth occupied as one of 
their most impregnable outposts by the defenders of re- 
velation. For there is scarcely a point on which the 
most eminent linguists are now more entirely agreed. 
The French academy, after long and deliberate research, 
have given their decided approbation to the theory, 
while such scholars as Schlegel, Paravey, Humboldt, 
Herder, and Klaproth, rest in it as no longer matter of 
controversy. The latter of these is unfriendly to the 
Bible, and yet this is his testimony : — * The universal 
affinity of language is placed in so strong a light that it 
must be considered, by all, as completely demonstrated. 
This (the affinity) appears inexplicable on any other 
hypothesis than that of admitting fragments of a primary 
language to exist through all the languages of the old 
and new world.'* 

The mention of philology, leads us, by a not unna- 
tural transition, to speak, for a moment, of the Egyptian 
hieroglyphics. In the obscure and unintelligible figures 
inscribed upon the monuments, temples, and sepulchres 
of Egypt, the enemies of revelation thought they had 
♦ Quoted in Redford's Holy Scripturee Verified, p. leo. 
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found a means of throwing discredit on the inspired his- 
tory; but neyer was there a subject on which their 
triumph was turned more suddenly into shame. There 
is one instance that cannot soon be forgotten. Some- 
what less than fifty years ago, an Egyptian relic, called 
the Zodiac of Dendera, was transported into France, co- 
vered with unintelligible figures ; it was pi*esumed to be 
of amazing antiquity ; and infidel Savans did not hesi- 
tate to declare it as their confident opinion, that, could 
an interpreter be got to decypher its mysterious deli- 
neations, it would be found to have existed long anterior 
to the Mosaic account of the deluge, or even of the crea- 
tion ; — perhaps, for 10,000 years. How did the worship- 
pers of Voltaire, and Bailey, and Volney, rejoice in the 
precious relic which was to prove Moses an impostor ! 
Well, an interpreter was at length found, the hand- writ- 
ing was decyphered, the long mute spirit of Egyptian 
antiquity uttered its voice ; and what was its testimony ? 
That the Zodiac of Dendera dates back only to the time of 
the Roman Emperors^ that t«, about 1800 years ! 

But this is not all, for not only has infidelity searched 
in vain amid the hoary monuments and crumbling relics 
of ancient Egypt for any evidence to overthrow the 
Bible ; but, strange though it may seem, in those very 
antiquities there has been found a satisfactory confirma- 
tion to one of the most perplexing and frequently dis- 
puted statements in the Mosaic record. It was quite a 
common thing for infidels to affirm, on the authority of 
Herodotus, that the Egyptians drank no wine ; and, of 
course, that the story of Pharaoh's butlers, recorded in 
Genesis, could not be true. But the researches of 
Champollion, and other antiquaries, have settled the 
question in favour of the Bible. In the caves and tem- 
ples of Egypt, they have discovered representations of 
the rearing of the vine, and the whole process of the 
vintage and of the wine-press ; and the fact has been made 
as certain as if one of the mummies had sprung into life 
and related the secrets of antiquity, ti\at ^\vR.\fcxw\.'^'SSi'^'^ 
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abounded in vineyards, and that its inhabitants were in 
the constant use of wine. 

We might pursue the subject of antiquities farther, 
for it would not soon be exhausted,* and tell you with 
what confident boasting the enemies of the Bible appealed 
to the historical records of some of the Eastern nations, 
such as the Chinese, the Japanese, and the Hindoos, as 
' carrying back their origin to myriads of years previous 
to the inspired narrative of the creation of man ; and 
how, after the whole matter had been investigated, and 
every reasonable allowance had been made, it was found 
that the oldest of these nations could not claim an anti- 
quity higher than the days of Abraham. We might 
tell 3'^ou the story of the Ezour Veda, a Hindoo work 
translated from the Sanscrit, and in many points resem- 
bling the Scriptures. This work, Voltaire at once pro- 
nounced to be of remote antiquity ; and with a reckless- 

* In corroboration of the opinion we have here expressed regard- 
ing the ahnost inexhaustible store of facts confirmatory of Scrip- 
ture, which the researches of the antiquary are bringing to light, we 
have much pleasure in quoting the following sentences firom a re- 
cent article, by the accomplished Professor Robinson of New York. 
' Indeed,' he remarks, * no stronger testimony to the truth and 
authenticity of any ancient document can ever be expected or 
required, than exists in behalf of the Bible, upon the walls of the 
vast temples of the Egyptian Thebes. We find there, for example, 
ISheshonk, the Shishak of the Scriptures (2 Chron. xii- 2-9), sculp- 
tured as a collossal figure with his name annexed, leading up rows 
of Jewish captives to present them to his god. In this respect, the 
active spirit of the present age, in decyphering the sculptured monu- 
ments and writings of antiquity, is, at the same time, bringing out 
the strongest and most incontrovertible evidence in behalf of the au- 
thenticity and claims of holy writ. And it is perhaps not too much to 
ejpect thai the illu^raiiom <md confirmations which have thus Jlashed 
upon us from the decpphering of the hierogli/phic vrritings^ are hut the 
precursors of <4hers to be yet devdopedfroin the icedge-formed inscrip- 
tians of the ancientjiedes and Persians. '-American Biblical Repository, 
forAprillMl. Article T.'p.Sbl. The intelligent reader who may wish 
to pursue this interesting subject farther, will meet with a store of 
judiciously selected facts in the following works which have just 
issued f^om the press :— ' The Truth of Revelation Demonstrated by 
an Appeal to Existing Monuments, Seulptores, Gems, Coins, and 
Medals. By John Murray, F.S.A., Ac, London.* 1840. 'The 
antiquities of Egypt, with a particular notice of those that illustrate 
the sacred Scriptures.' Published by the Religious Tract Society, 
vadoa. 2841. 
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ness habitual to him, where the credit of the Bible was 
concerned, affirmed that the leading facts of the New 
Testament had been borrowed from it. His assertions 
led to inquiry ; and what turns out to be the true his- 
tory of the Ezour Veda ? It has now been placed be- 
yond doubt that it was written by a Jesuit missionary 
in the year of our Lord 1621, with a view to promote 
Christianity among the Brahmins of India ! We might 
refer to many other cases of this kind in connexion with 
the researches of the antiquary, in which the lying spirit 
of infidelity has been put to silence ; but it is time that 
we should pass from the antiquities of Egypt to the stars, 
and say a few words on the subject of Astronomy. 

And our remarks on this subject will be very few ; 
because, while no science tends so much to enlarge our 
conceptions of the natural attributes of the Deity, there 
are not many points on which its discoveries can be 
said in any way to bear upon the credibility of Scrip- 
ture. There was a time when it was customary for the 
lower class of infidels, to scofif at the preternatural dark- 
ness which is represented by Matthew, as, during the 
crucifixion of our Lord, covering the land of Judea for 
three hours ; and sneeringly to insinuate that the whole 
might be accounted for, by supposing a total eclipse of 
the sun. But no infidel, who would not be ranked 
among the most ignorant and reckless of his race, would 
think of expressing such a sentiment now. For a total 
eclipse of the sun can only take place at a change of the 
moon ; whereas, our Lord was crucified at the time of 
the passover, that is at full moon. Besides a total eclipse 
never continues beyond a quarter of an hour ; while 
Matthew tells us that, ' from the sixth hour, there was 
darkness over all the land, unto the ninth hour.'* 

We pass from this cavil, however, as scarcely worthy 
of attention,! to notice an astronomical fact connect- 

'•' Matthew xxvii. 45. 

i The more plausible and popalor objeetions which Infidels wer^ 
wont to advance, front astronomy, against the ^i\!^«u!i:ft^ v(v^ <^^^- 
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ed with our own plauet, to which the ohservation of 
scientific men has often been pointed as exhibiting a re- 
markable accordance with the Mosaic narrative. We 
state the feet in the words of Dr Forbes, ' The orbit of 
the earth or its path round the sun, is found to be an 
ellipse or oval figure, the greatest length of which is a 
line, called, by astronomers, the line of the apsides. 
Now this oval or ellipse does not continue stationary, 
but turns round by a very small motion, so that it would 
perform a complete revolution, in relation to the line of 
the equinoxes, in the course of 25,000 years. The cause 
of this proceeds from two circumstances, which the 
theory of gravitation completely establishes ; the one, the 
particular shape or configuration of the earth in refer- 
ence to the ecliptic, the other, the disturbing forces of 
the moon and the various planets, on the earth's motion. 
Now^ the line of the apsides, it is ascertained, is just so 
far removed from the line of the equinoxes, or that line 
with which, when coincident, the summer and winter 
w^ould be precisely of the same length, as to show that 
it set out, from this state of coincidence, about the time 
of the Mosaic account of the creation. Here, then, is a 
fact in the heavens which seems to indicate that the 
earth acquired its present configuration about 5700 years 
ago.'"^ To remark on a coincidence so striking as this^ 
is surely unnecessary. 

Passing from Astronomy, we come, in the last place, 
to the consideration of a science, whose bearings upon 
the scripture narrative, are more numerous, perhaps, 

trines of the Bible, have long since been put to silence by the Astro- 
nomical Lectures of Dr Chalmers. It is the peculiar merit of this 
w<nrk, that it not only wrests the argument from the infidel, but 
with a felicity of argument only surpassed by the splendour of dic- 
tion, often turns it triumphantly against him. The same subject is 
handled in a brief but masterly manner, by one who certainly de- 
aeryea to rank as a prince among modem iheologiaiBB,—AndrewFtdler. 
Oospel its ovm Witness, part ii. (^ap 5. 
* Plajfair's Outlines, vol. iL p. 113. Lectures on Evidences of Re- 
veA/ed Religion, by Miniatera ot the Established Chnxch.. QtV^a^o^. 
^«sw- J^eet.xil,bjrJ.ForbeB,J},B, 
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fhan those of any other ; and in which infidelity long " 

imagineJ ahe Imd found her enreet aJly — we mesn, of 
course. Geology. Failing lo discoTor either in the curious 
speculations of the linguist, or in the researches of thti 
antiquary, or in the soaring pursuits of the astronomer, 
any thing that proved of permanent avttU. against the 
Bible ; yea, driven from all of these resources in succes- 
sion, 09 rcaUy friendly to the sacred document which 
he assailed, the unbeliever hoped to discover, and even 
persuaded himself that he had discovered, in the bowels 
of the earth, something that suited his aims. Geology 
lias, of late years, made astonishing advances, and it is 
no longer just to speak of it, as nothing better than a 
confused j umble of ill-digested facts, rash conjectures, and 
presumptaous theories. The truth 19, that, thongh it 
may be centuries ere it reaches such a state of maturity 
as same of the elder sciences have attained, it even 
now records a variety of important conclusions, which 
are supported by the unanimous assent of its disciples, 
and appear lo have been arrived at by a very cautions 
induction. What, then, ai'e the bearings of those con- 
clusions upon the Bible ? We believe them to supply 
its advocates with a variety of new corroborations; and 
even in that one point, which was long supposed to pre- 
sent an insuperable obatacle, it may be easily aliewn 
that the discrepancy is merely imaginary, llio point 
to which we refer, is the age of the earth. The tendency 
of geological inquiry has been to make it evident, that 
our planet, instead of being a few thousands, is many 
hundred thonsand years old ; and that, during that pe- 
riod, its crust has undergone a number of mighty revo- 
lutions. Now, suppose Moses to teach, that the earth 
came into existence only about six thousand years ago, 
here ia a manifest contradiction between the Bible and 
Geology. But if it can be shewn, tliat Moses really 
gives no voice on the matter, the only seeming discre- 
(loncy of any importance at once disappears, ^oti 'Cb» 
rhole question turns upon t\ie ^tecAse tncftitiKf, o' ""^ 
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1st verse of Genesis, ' In the beginning God created the 
heavens and the earth,' &c. The usual construction 
put upon these words, has been, that immediately prior 
to the earliest day of our time, <God brought the heavens 
and the earth out of nothing into being.' But is this 
construction necessary ? Is it e^en warrantable ? We 
are convinced that it is not ; for a simple examination 
of those other passages in which the phrase, ' In the be- 
ginning,' occurs in the same unqualified form, makes it 
evident, that it does not signify ' the beginning' of time 
at all, but points us to some part of that immeasurable 
duration which we are accustomed to denominate, ' the 
eternity before time,* and which is elsewhere called, 
^from everlasting/ Take for example the following 
passages : — John i. 1,2, 'In the beginning was the 
Word;' ' The same was in the beginning with God.' 
Prov. viii. 22, ' The Lord possessed me in the beginning 
of his ways, before his works of old ;' and again in the 
next verse, ' from everlasting, from the beginning, or 
ever (i. 6. before) the earth was.' In these verses, the 
terms^ ' from everlasting,' and ' in the beginning,' plainly 
occur as equivalents, and must be understood as pointing 
to those eternal ages which preceded the geological eras, 
for it says, ' before his works of old, before the earth 
was.' Why then should we understand its signification 
to be narrowed in the first verse of Genesis, to describe 
^ the beginning' of time ? Or rather, are we not bound, 
by every principle of sound criticism, to give to the 
phrase the same latitude of meaning as it possesses in 
every other place where it appears in an unqualified 
form ? Moses may therefore be understood to say in 
the first verse, that indefinitely far back in the bygone 
eternity, long prior to the first moment of mundane 
time, 'God created the heavens and the earth.'* In 

* See this interpretation of €tenesi« 1. 1, ably defended in Essay, 

by Professor Hitchcock, on the Connexion between Geology and the 

Mosaic Accoant of the Creation ;— Student's Cabinet Library of useful 

J^9et9, rolir.p. 79-94; and in ReOford'S HoW »ctiptwc^ \«tVaft«l» 

P £5-36. 
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other words, he does not fix the age of the materiel of 
the world at all — ^he leaves that question open to philo- 
sc^hers ; — all that he does in the first verse, is to an- 
nounce the great principle of creation — to proclaim, as 
it were, in the very vestibule of divine truth, the fun- 
damental dogma, that ^ the heavens and the earth' were 
originally brought out of nothing, by the fiat of the one 
living and true God ; while he goes on, in the succeed- 
ing verses of the chapter, to describe the mode, and to 
fix the date of its arrangement in its present form, as 
the habitation of man. Let men of science, then, as- 
cribe to the world as lengthened an age as they may, 
let them adduce evidence of changes upon changes, and 
of one combination after another, long before it became 
the abode of man, or was peopled with the present class 
of organized beings ; still we affirm, this does not in the 
least afiect the verity of the Mosaic narrative, which 
does not fix, and cannot, by any fair intei'pretation, be 
understood to fix, the era of its first foimation. 

But it is not enough to say that the only seeming 
discrepancy between Geology and the Bible is imagin- 
ary, and evanishes at once before the touch of enlight- 
ened criticism ; the discoveries of this science warrant 
us to add, that it supplies some of the strongest corrobo- 
rations of the sacred recoi*d. Indeed, we believe that, 
were we to sweep the whole circle of the sciences, we 
should not find one which furnished such numerous, and, 
in many instances, unexpected, confirmations of the Bi- 
ble ; while it is not unreasonable to anticipate that, as 
the science advances to maturity, other coincidences 
equally unexpected, shall present themselves. The fol- 
lowing are some of the most certain and obvious. 

I. The Bible declares, in its very first sentence, that 
the material universe had a beginning, and was created 
out of nothing by a divine power. Geology confirms 
this declaration, by taking us back through «».Q»(^sse%^ 
groups of animals and planta^ WW v?^ «X.\eci'sgOcv «rtv^^ vx 
the beginning of the eema ; aa^ iVxwi^ ^ ^Tvse. ^^ 
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changes in the matter of the globe, till we reach a point 
anterior to which no change can be discovered. For it 
is philosophical, not only to infer the exertion of crea- 
tive power in the case of each of these various groups of 
animal and vegetable beings, but that the creation of 
matter took place at the commencement of the series. 

II. The Bible plainly teaches us, that previous to the 
arrangement of the earth in its present form, it was 
chiefly, perhaps entirely, covered with water. 'Dark- 
ness,' we are told, *• was upoA the face of the deep^ and 
the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters,' 
The geologist has arrived at precisely the same conclu- 
sion ; for he has discovered that most of the animals 
of that period, were of a marine or amphibious charac- 
ter, and that most of its plants were such as grow in 
marshes and fens, while the bowlders, pebbles, and sand 
which appear below the diluvium, combine with these 
facts to make it evident that, immediately before the 
creation of man, the surface of our globe must have pre- 
sented the appearance of a shoreless ocean. 

III. The Bible informs us that it is only a few thousand 
years since man was placed on the earth. There is no 
statement on which the investigations of science have 
more strikingly corroborated the Bible than this. In the 
transition and secondaiy formations, and in the deeper 
portions of the tertiary, t. e. in those formations to which 
geology assigns a date antecedent to the Mosaic period, 
no traces of human remains have been discovered ; nay, 
it has been made evident that, at the period of those for- 
mations, the constitution of the earth was such, that it 
was impossible for man, and indeed for the greater num- 
ber of the present race of organized beings, to have lived 
on it. 

IV. The Bible states that, somewhat more than three 
thousand years ago, our earth was covered with a deluge 
of waters. (Jeology points us for proof of this to every 

sand-bill and gravel-pit throughout the world. In the 
deltas, too, at the moutha of rivers ; in tlie anxoxxnt oi 
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lava which has issaed from volcanoes ; in the detritus 
which has fallen from the sides of mountains, and 
in the quantity of rock which has been sawn away by 
some of the liu*ger cataracts, we are furnished with so 
many natural chronometers, by which we measure back 
and determine that the catastrophe cannot have been a 
very remote event. The Bible, moreover, informs us, 
that the Deluge took place at a period more recent than 
the creation of the present race of animals ; and the 
bones which have been discovered in the diluvial forma- 
tions confirm this representation also. 

V. The Bible expressly assures us that this earth is one 
day to be * destroyed by fire.' — * The earth, and the works 
that are therein,' says Peter, ' shall be burnt up.' And 
the discoveries of geology make it evident that the in- 
ternal parts of the earth contain an immense amount of 
heat. Indeed, the heavings of the earthquake beneath 
us, the smoke ascending from its numerous volcanoes, 
the molten lava flowing in fiery streams from jts bosom, 
pouring down its mountains, and scorching its plains, 
make it evident that the agents of this final catastrophe 
are prepared already, and are only waiting the fiat of 
Omnipotence to burst forth and consume the world.* 

Thus, my young brethren, we have glanced at some of 
those sciences upon whose confines the Bible touches ; 
and now let us gather the results. We have seen the spi- 
rit of unbelief aiming to pervert one science after another 
into an assailant of Revealed Truth, and as often have we 
seen it foiled. In the crucible of the chemist ; in the dis- 
sections of the physiologist ; in the nice speculations of 
the grammarian ; in the hoary legends and crumbling 

* Dr Pond {AfnerUxm Bib. Rep, for July 1838) has stated no fewer 
than fourteen points of coincidence. We question, however, if all 
his positions are tenable ; and in argoments of this kind, one we&k. 
point is apt to reflect nnjost amapicion. '«^otL wqlOdl *!^ %xfe Twfi^^^ 
strong. We have, therefore, 8electedthft«6^\&^t\i^fe^^'»s^'«^'^^^ 
of being fairly set aside. 
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monaments of antiquity ; in the heavens above, in the 
earth beneath, and in the waters under the earth, she 
sought for something by which she might throw discredit 
on the sacred volume ; and now, after two thousand years 
of searching scrutiny, not one discrepancy has been esta- 
blished, but a voice is heard coming from every region of 
scientific knowledge — ' The God of Nature and the God 
of the Bible are one/ Often, indeed, in the infancy of 
the sciences, when conjecture mingled with fact, did some 
of their conclusions give a momentary plausibility to the 
assertions of scepticism ; but deeper inquiry soon dissi- 
pated the illusion ; and infidelity, only able, like the owl 
and other night-birds, to endure the twilight, was driven 
from her hiding-place by the full blaze of scientific 
truth. 

But we should not do full justice to our argument 
were we to rest satisfied with the statement that science 
throws no discredit on the Scriptures. Facts warrant us 
to go farther, and say, that the discoveries of science fur- 
nish the friends of the Bible with a new and potent ar- 
gument for its divinity. For look how the matter stands. 
Many of those facts in science which we find stated by 
the sacred writers, especially by Moses, are but the dis- 
coveries of yesterday, and, in some instances, may be 
ranked among the most brilliant additions to scientific 
knowledge which distinguish the present century. May 
we not ask, then, ' Whence hath this man this wisdom V 
By what sagacity was Moses enabled to anticipate those 
truths which the mightiest minds, following each other 
in the track of inquiry, have only elaborated but yester- 
day ? It will not do to point us to ^ the wisdom of the 
Egyptians ; for it has been proved that their learning 
was chiefly confined to the arts. To suppose his statements 
to be mere happy conjectures, or to be the conclusions 
of his own unaided intellect, is to suppose what is un- 
speakably more incredible than any miracle. There is 
aa/^ one other supposition that remains, and that is, that 
^ff described nature by the inspiration of the Oo^ oi ti8l- 
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ture, that he * spake as he was moved by the Holy Ghost/ 
And with this conclusion before us, should the Christian 
ever think of • trembling for the ark/ or imagine that 
the foundations of his faith are about to be undermined, 
when at any time the lying spirit of infidelity seeks to 
scare him with its visions, and to disturb his peace with 
' the swelling words of vanity V No : after twenty cen- 
turies of trial she has come forth from every ordeal un- 
scathed — strengthened ; and every new science, as it arose 
to maturity, has hastened to lay some precious offering on 
the altar of revealed truth. 

It is time, then, for the timid religionist to throw aside 
his alarms, and to assume the manly port of conscious 
strength. Experience might long since have taught him 
that fear on such a subject as this can only be the result 
of ignorance or imperfect information, and that every 
presumptuous assertion is not argument, or every eastern 
fiction infallibility, or every theory of the geologist quite 
as solid as his rocks. We are apt to deem that danger- 
ous which is new, and for the present inexplicable, just 
as the comet in ages, less enlightened by science, caused 
nations to tremble, and ' with fear of change perplexed 
monarchs ;' but philosophy has long since bereft it of all 
its imaginary terrors, by shewing it not to be a wander- 
ing star sent for our destruction, but an interesting and 
important provision in the economy of the starry heavens. 
And so it has often been, that, when any new discovery 
or science has suddenly darted its rays across the firma- 
ment of Theology, weakness and timidity have invested 
it with ten thousand alarms, and even ecclesiastical power 
has sometimes thundered against it its loud anathemas ; 
but it has ever been found at length, however eccentric 
may have been its course, and ominous its aspect, mov- 
ing back, and like the star of Bethlehem of old, doing 
meet homage to Celestial Truth. 

We have now done. The title oi wa ViftcJuox^ ^ixtfc^\& 
vSf indeed, into another mteTeaWn^ \.t«^ti ^1 ^wiSigo^. 
the light which religion she^ wi^iv %v:\etv^^ % ^^^^ ^^^ 
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this we do not even enter. We might have shewn you 
that religion, hy the view which it presents of the holy 
character of God, solves many of the mysteries which na- 
ture pi'esents, as in the hurricanes and earthquakes which 
spread desolation around them, and the law of mortality 
under which man is placed. We might have shewn that, 
while science unfolds the majesty of the divine nature, 
the Bible reveals the loveliness of his paternal character, 
and assures us that that same God to whom our earth, 
compared with the infinity of worlds over which he 
rules, is only as one among the countless leaves of a 
magnificent forest, yet marks the heaving of a sinner s 
sigh, and discerns the fiJling of a human tear. But we 
forbear the inviting theme. 

Only permit us to remind you, in one concluding word, 
that the truths which it is the peculiar province of the 
Bible to unfold, are far more interesting to you and me, 
as guilty and immortal beings, than the most brilliant 
discoveries that science ever laid at the feet of man. While 
you do not neglect the latter, then, oh give to the former 
your supreme regards. The history of the French Re- 
volution has taught us how possible it is to have the 
intellect polished, and yet the heart depraved, when 
science took part in the orgies of infidelity, and the sun 
of liberty went down in blood. Yes : Christianity is the 
highest style of man, and he, who has been elevated to 
the sublime heights on which its revelations place him, 
can look down upon mere questions of science with a feel- 
ing akin to that with which an angel may be supposed 
to regard the trifling pursuits of mortals. ^ Happy then 
is the man that findeth this wisdom, and the man that 
getteth this understanding : For the merchandise of it 
is better than the merchandise of silver, and the gain 
thereof than fine gold : She is more precious than rubies ; 
and all the things thou canst desire, are not to be com- 
pared unto her.'* 

* Prov. iii. 13-16. 



LECTURE II. 



REVEALED RELIGION-INDIFFERENCE TO ITS CLAIMS 

UNREASONABLE. 

You are aware that the subject proposed for our con- 
sideration this evening is — ' Revealed Religion — Indif- 

FERENOR TO ITS ClAIMS UNREASONABLE,' — a SUbjCCt which 

must commend itself to your attention as one of no ordi- 
nary importance. Though religion is usually divided 
into natural and revealed, it is not easy to fix the boun- 
daiies of each ; for the religion of nature, as it has been 
termed, has no doctrines which it can claim as exclu- 
sively its own. It is vain to refer us to the philosophical 
speculations, or the popular creeds of the heathen, as af- 
fording evidence of the amount of religious knowledge 
which unassisted reason can attain. The feeble reflec- 
tions of divine truth which are to be found in the reli- 
gious systems of the heathen, have been evidently deriv- 
ed from traditionary information, and must, therefore, 
be viewed as reflections from Jehovah's original commu- 
nications to man. 

We will not argue the question, whether any thing in 
nature would have led us to discover the existence of an 
intelligent First Cause, if the idea of God had not been 
previously suggested to us. The truth is, there never 
was a period when the world was entirely without «* 
knowledge of God. That knowVed^^ n^^ tiq^. ^vafisss ««S^ 
by reason ; nor did reason, wben \fe^ \.o \\.% oi^^ \«isSiS«.^ 
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resources, ever improve upon it. The notion of a Deity, 
however, has been made familiar to us ; and before we 
can succeed in banishing it from our minds as an absur- 
dity, we must be prepared to maintain that the most 
exquisite marks of design afford no proof of a designer ; 
and that the vast temple of universal nature presents no 
decisive evidence of the existence of an All-wise and 
Almighty Architect. 

Now, the man who admits the probable, or even the 
possible, existence of a presiding Deity, is, by his own ad- 
mission, under an imperious obligation to search, with 
eagerness and assiduity, into the evidence which may be 
found of the existence of a Creator ; to inquire, with 
intense solicitude, what manifestations there may be 
of the divine perfections in creation and in the moral 
world ; and especially, whether so glorious a Being has 
favoured us with a revelation of his will. Surely, to in- 
stitute such an inquiry, is worthy of the highest faculties 
and the most persevering efforts of a rational being. 
Surely, to refuse to engage in such an inquiry, is to betray 
a spirit as unphilosophical as it is irreligious. Indiffer- 
ence in a matter of such importance is, to say the least, 
unreasonable. 

But how much more unreasonable is it to admit that 
there is a God, and yet to treat the whole subject of re- 
ligion, whether natural or revealed, as an airy specula- 
tion unworthy of serious regard. If the idea of a God, 
once suggested to the mind of man, lays him under a 
moral obligation to examine with care the traces of an 
intelligent power, which, ' in numbers without num- 
ber,' are to be seen in the vast field of creation, and thus 
to seek after God, if haply he may find him, surely the 
individual who is convinced of the existence of a Supreme 
Intelligence is laid under a still stronger obligation to en- 
deavour, by every means in his power, to attain correct 
views of the divine character and the divine require- 
ments. Does not the light of nature itself suffice to show 
the delinquency of the man who admits the existence of 



YNDIFF£RENCB TO ITS CLAIMS UNREASONABLE. 37 

a Supreme Intelligence, and yet aicts as if he were lir- 
ing in a ' fatherless world ;' who revels in the midst of the 
gifts which are so profusely hestowed on him, and yet 
heeds not the heneficent Giver ; who gazes upon the 
fair scenes of creation, and yet never attempts to ' rise 
through Nature up to Nature's God.' 

We cannot, if we would, escape from the manifesta- 
tions of the divine wisdom, and power, ^nd goodness, 
which are everywhere presented to our view. The insect 
that flutters its little hour in the sunbeam, and the flower 
that unfolds its beauties and then droops and dies, — as 
well as the sun that pours his light round the hahitations 
of men, and the stars that glitter in the dark hlue firma> 
ment, proclaim the unsearchable wisdom and almighty 
power of Him who, 

* From the bright empyrean where He sits 
High throned above all heights, casts down his eye. 
His own works, and man's works, at once to view.' 

Admitting, then, the infinite power and excellence of the 
Creator, it clearly follows, that, as rational beings, we 
are under the most sacred obligations to make Him the 
object of our supreme regard ; to take his will as the rule 
of our conduct ; and to seek the enjoyment of his favour, 
and the advancement of his glory, as the great end of our 
being. To admit his existence and perfections, and yet 
deny that He is a proper object of worship, is not only 
as inconsistent with all religion as the strictest atheism 
itself, but involves the inconsistency of supposing that 
the only excellence which possesses no claim to our re- 
gard, is that which is infinite and supreme. 

When we contemplate the divine majesty and power, 
whether as exhibited in the heavens above, or in the 
earth heneath, — ^in the orb of day, or in the stars of night, 
— in the rugged mountain, or in the fruitful valley, — 
in the structure of our bodies, or in the constitution of 
our minds ; — is it not proper that we should be filled 
with reverence and awe ? Or, contemplating the rela- 
tion in which God stands to our race as a common pa- 
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rntt and benefactor, under the shadow of vvhose win^ 
we find protection, and in whose strength we continually 
stand ; — is it not proper that our hearts sliould be filled 
with grateful emotion ? Or, if conscious that we hare 
been unmindful of our Creator and Bene£Eu;tor, — that we 
have been guilty of many yiolations of duty — and that 
all is not right between us and God ; — is it not natural 
mid proper that we should experience the misgirings 
both of guilt and of fear, and that, under a sense of our 
unworthiness, we should seek to allay the feeling of in- 
security that has taken possession of our minds, by en- 
deavouring to ascertain how we may appease that wrath, 
Mid avert that punishment, which we are conscious of 
having provoked ? 

Now, whatever light Natural Religion affords on cer- 
tain points, here it leaves us in utter darkness. It may 
inspire us with a dread of Heaven's anger ; but it cannot 
tell us how this dread may be allayed. It may fill our 
minds with doubts; but it cannot tell us how these 
doubts may be resolved. It may teach us the existence 
of God, — or, at least, confirm us in a belief of this truth, 
— ^but it cannot shew us how, as sinners, we may be re- 
stored to acceptance and favour with Him. Its light 
only serves to render more palpable the darkness in 
which, to the eye of unaided reason, the grand question 
of a sinner s acceptance with God appears to be shrouded. 
We may repair to the temple of Nature, and stand sub- 
missively before her oracle, but throughout her ample 
dome, no accent is heard to relieve the anxiety of a guilty 
and foreboding mind. 

In this situation of difficulty and doubt, we are met 
by a revelation purporting to have been issued by the 
God of Heaven, and accompanied with ample evidence of 
its divine authority. This revelation, while it announces 
truths respecting the character and government of God, 
and the moral condition of man, strikingly analogous 
with the intimations furnished by nature and the history 
of' the world, sheds a powerful light on many points 
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which Natural Religion leaves in total darkness. More 
^^cially, it shews clearly, the way in which man may 
find acceptance with his Maker. It answers the all-im- 
portant question, 'What must I do to be saved f — a 
question to which universal nature furnishes no reply. 
It solves the problem which Natural Religion only enun- 
ciates. 

The book containing ihU revelation is of a singular 
character. It consists of about sixty-six tracts, the com- 
position of above thirty individuals, whose talents, edu- 
cation, and employments, were exceedingly diflBimilar,'— 
and who lived scattered over a period of about fifteen 
hundred years: — and yet this book, — written at diffe- 
rent periods, in different countries, under different cir- 
cumstances, and in different languages,— contains such 
harmony of doctrine, of precept, and of promise, as to 
shew clearly, that it is a whole — ' the realization of the 
idea of one mind'-— executed by persons, who, like the 
workmen under direction of an architect, performed their 
allotted tasks in implicit obedience, until the edifice upon 
which they were employed was completed, and stood 
forth in all its grandeur and perfection. 

' Whence but from heaTen shouM men unskilled in artA, 
In different ages bom, in different ports. 
Weave snch agreeing truths ? or how, or why, 
Bbonld all conspire to cheat ns with a lie ? 
Unask'd their pains, ungrateful their advice, 
Starving their gains, and martyrdom their price.' 

This book — apart &om its divine authority, has com- 
manded the admiration of many individuals distinguished 
for genius and literary acquirements. In the estima- 
tion of one of the greatest oriental scholars that our coun- 
try has produced, — I allude to Sir William Jones ; — ' The 
collection of tracts which we call from their excellence, 
the Scriptures, contain, independently of a divine origin, 
more true sublimity, more exquisite beauty, purer mo- 
rality, more important history, and finer strains of poetry 
and eloquence, than could be collected, within the same 
compass, from all other books that were ever composed iu 
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any age, or in any idiom.' Another individual, who ooea- 
pies a distinguished place among the French literati of the 
present day, — I mean Chateaubriand, says, * The pro- 
ductions most foreign to our manners, the sacred 'books 
of the infidel nations, the Zendavesta of the Persees, the 
Vedas of the Brahmins, the Koran of the Turks, the 
Edda of the Scandinavians, the Sanscrit Poems, the 
Maxims of Confucius, excite in us no surprise ; we find 
in all these works the ordinary chain of human ideas : 
they have all some resemblance to each other, both 
in tone and ideas. The Bible alone is like none of 
them ; it is a monument detached from all the others. 
Explain it to a Tartar, to a Cafire, to an American 
savage ; put it into the hands of a Bonze, or a Der- 
vise, they will all be equally astonished by it— a £ict 
which borders on the ihiraculous.' ' The New Testa* 
ment, so difierent in its spirit from the Old, nevertheless 
partakes with the latter of this astonishing originality.' 
It must have been a deep conviction of the indubitable 
superiority of the Scriptures to all other compositions, 
that extorted from Rousseau the following reluctant but 
important concession : — ^ I will confess,' said he, ^ that 
the majesty of the Scriptures strikes me with admira- 
tion, as the purity of the Gospel hath its influence upon 
my heart. Peruse the works of our philosophers, with 
all their pomp of diction, how mean, how contemptible 
are they, compared with the Scriptures !' 

Surely, then, a book so unique in its character, is en- 
titled to our attention. The very circumstance of its 
having been written by individuals who lived in difier- 
ent ages of the world, and belonged to a people destitute 
of mental refinement, — a people who, in their secular 
history, displayed a marked inferiority to many of the 
other nations of antiquity, — this very circumstance, we 
say, might well be expected to excite the curiosity of 
all having any pretension to taste, or genius ; — and — if 
not to lead them, at once, to the conclusion that the 
writers must fmve been under a directiou and aa Vsw- 
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pulse more than human — to dispose them, at least, to 
examine the whole question of christian evidence with 
seriousness, and candour, and attention. 

Without dwelling, however, on this point, — What are 
the disclosures which this hook makes ? It reveals a 
God, spiritual in his essence, perfect in all his attributes, 
the Creator and Governor of the world. It informs us 
how this worid came into existence ; and how, and for 
what end, it ia governed. It accounts for, and proceeds 
upon the fact of, man's apostacy and sinfulness, — a fact 
which aU history illustrates, and which personal ob- 
servation and personal consciousness amply corroborate. 
It reveals a plan of mercy worthy of God, and suited to 
the character and condition of men, as transgressors of 
the divine law. It exhibits to our view the highest pos- 
sible standard of moral excellence, and places morality 
on the firmest basis, encouraging obedience by the most 
powerful motives, and enforcing it by the most awful 
sanctions. It brings to our view the close of this earthly 
system — the resurrection, the final judgment, the sepa- 
ration of the righteous and wicked, the happiness of 
heaven, and the misery of hell. And it does all this, 
not merely to excite our wonder, or to gratify the specu- 
lative tendencies of our nature, but for important prac- 
tical purposes. It exhibits to us the character of God, 
that we may yield to Him the homage of our hearts, and 
the obedience of our lives. It exhibits to us the Saviour, 
bearing the burden of a world's guilt, that we may rely 
on |iis atoning sacrifice, as the only ground of acceptance 
with the Most High, and thus obtain pardon and peace. 
It informs us of heaven, that we may aspire after its 
bliss. It tells us of hell, that we may avoid its misery. 

It will be admitted on all hands, that these are sub- 
jects of infinite importance, — subjects, on which it is 
essential to our happiness that we should have some in- 
formation. What can be conceived moT^i \w\«t«^xo%\» 
ys, as intellectual and moral \>eVng^\\vwi\o veio^vw-? — 
IVbat is the character of that BeVtt^ ^VV\v ^Voito. 
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have to do ? What are the laws He has given for the 
ivgnlation of our conduct ? What is the present mental 
and moral condition of human nature ? Was man al- 
ways in his present condition, at war with himself, 
swayed alternately by reason and passion, and perpetu- 
ally cheated of the happiness after which he pants ? Or 
lias his moral nature sustained some mighty disaster, in 
consequence of which he 1ms lost the true perception of 
his own felicity, and wandered from the centre of per- 
fection and bliss ? Is there any way by which he can 
be rescued from his present state of degradation and 
misery ; by which his nature can be purified from the 
taint of evil, and freed from the imperfection by which 
it is now marked ? Is death a termination of his exist- 
ence ? Or is he possessed of an immaterial and thinking 
principle, that is destined to survive the dissolution of 
the body, and to continue for ever in a state of con- 
sciousness and activity ? What is the nature of that 
unseen world which lies beyond the grave ? What are 
the retributions of eternity ? These are obviously in- 
quiries which ought, above all others, to engage the 
attention of rational and accountable creatures, such as 
we are. 

How strange then, that beings endowed with reason, 
and capaUe of serious reflection, should regard, with the 
coldness of sceptical indifference, a volume which alone 
furnishes any reply to such momentous inquiries ; which 
instructs us in all that is necessary for us to know in 
reference to religion ; which kindly and fully consults 
all that is interesting in our hopes, and fearful in our 
apprehensions; which, in short, answers all the pur- 
poses for which we can conceive a revelation should be 
given. Who that does not mean to remain in impene- 
trable obduracy, and that has not formed the desperate 
resolution of shutting every avenue to conviction, can 
regard such a volume with indifference^ and refuse to 
consider with earnest attention, the stupendous truths 
it makes known ? 
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• II. The< unreasonableness of indi£ference to the claims 
of Revealed Religion, will appear, still more clearly, if 
yre consider that the validity of these claims is esti^ 
blished by evidence proper in its kind, and sufirciont in 
its degree. 

To be merely convinced of the necessity of a divine 
revelation, is to advance no further than some of the 
wiser heathens went. As Christians, we not only con- 
fess that a revelation is needed, but believe that we 
have one. Now, if we are right in our belief, if Chrta- 
tianity be of divine authority, it must be nothing lew 
than treason against Heaven, to set its claims at nought* 
Not that Christianity requires, in those who examine its 
credentials, a disposition which makes no inquiry, and 
demands no evidence. On the contrary, it proceeds 
upon the supposition, that it is the duty of every man to 
search, with scrupulous care, into the evidence there is of 
its being what it professes to be— of divine origin. The 
subject, however, ought to be approached with deep 8e« 
riousness ; with an earnest desire to arrive at a just con^ 
elusion ; with a mind open to the force of evidence, and 
prepared to yield implicitly to it. Without this, the 
strongest evidence will be deprived of its power to pro* 
duce conviction. 

It ought also to be kept distinctly in view, that, in all 
our attempts to discover truth, we must be directed and 
governed by that species of evidence which is applicable 
to the subject. Mathematical propositions must be 
proved by demonstration, founded upon self-evident 
principles; conclusions in natural philosophy, by de- 
ductions, derived from experiments ; events, by hktori'^ 
cal, or contemporaneous evidence. To regard, there- 
fore, any one of these kinds of evidence, as in all cases 
the only valid evidence, were absurd. We have no 
mathematical evidence, for instance, that such men as 
Alexander the Great, Julius Cesar, and Oliver Cromwell, 
ever existed. Yet there is ample prof^ that these men 
lived, — ^proof, amounting, in one senae^ ti(> d«isv(^\fi&a^- 
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tion, though not, strictly speaking, mathematical. To 
employ the words of Hume, ^ according to all the rules 
of just reasoning, every fact must pass for undisputed, 
when it is supported by all the arguments which its 
nature admits of/ 

Now, the question of the Christian evidences is mainly 
one respecting fact — an inquiry into the credibility of 
certain historic testimony ; and it is therefore dealing 
most unfairly to attempt, as is often done, to set Chris- 
tianity 'aside at once, on the ground of its being unnecet' 
mtry or incredible. The province of reason is to examine 
the evidences, and to endeavour to ascertain the import, 
of the divine message ; but its jurisdiction extends no 
farther. Its province is not to sit in judgment on the 
propriety of the communication itself, or to decide what 
ought, and what ought not to be, the character of its con* 
tents. If the revelation has been shown, by irrefragable 
evidence, to be of divine authority, it must be our duty 
to abide by the result to which such evidence has led, 
wherever that result may land us. 

What would be thought of the mathematician whp 
should reject a well-attested truth in j9cienoe, merely 
because he found some difficulty in making it harmonize 
with previous theory ? We should doubtless regard him 
as not thoroughly imbued with the spirit of his science, 
and as disqualified for pursuing with success the lofty 
investigations in which he was engaged. And sluill that 
be tolerated in religion which is not tolerated in science, 
or indeed on any subject whatever in human afiairs ? 
Are mere speculative opinions to be permitted to out- 
weigh positive evidence ? Is proof, which fully establishes 
the divine authority of the Christian revelation, to be 
disregarded, because theoretic objections to some of the 
doctrines of that revelation have been started by weak 
and erring men — men whose own existence is a mystery 
to them, and to whom every insect, and every blade of 
grass, are pregnant with wonders ? 

In considering the credibility of the alleged facts on 



INDIFFERENCE TO ITS CLAIMS UNREASONABLE. 45 

which Christianity rests, we are naturally led to consider 
the claims which the hooks, containing a record of these 
facts, have upon our helief. But in instituting an in- 
quiry into the genuineness and authenticity of these 
hooks, we must act in precisely the same way we are 
accustomed to do in similar cases — we must determine 
hy the evidence of testimony. For instance, if I want 
to determine whether or not I can stretch out my right 
arm, I must make an attempt to stretch it out. Neither 
argument nor testimony would be the proper evidence 
in such a case. If I want to determine whether the 
three angles of a triangle are equal to two right angles, 
the proper evidence will be mathematical demonstration. 
Neither an appeal to testimony nor to the senses would 
be legitimate evidence for the determination of such a 
case. But, if I want to ascertain whether, towards the 
end of the sixteenth, and th6 beginning of the seventeenth, 
century, such a man as Lord Bacon lived, and whether he 
was the author of ^ the Novum Organum,' I must have 
recourse to historical testimony. Neither abstract rea- 
soning nor my senses could decide in such a case. 

How do we determine that the writings of Xenophon, 
or of Cicero, or of Virgil, are genuine and authentic ? 
Solely by testimony. But there is not nearly the same 
amount of evidence for the genuineness and authenticity 
of these classic writings that may be adduced in favour 
of the Sacred Scriptures. Why, then, should the genu- 
ineness and authenticity of books be admitted without 
hesitation, with comparatively little evidence, while 
doubts are entertained of a book, whose genuineness and 
authenticity are established by a vastly larger amount of 
evidence ? 

Tliat Christianity is not of recent origin, is undeniable. 
There are many illusions to it in profane history, and 
public observances are kept up in connexion with it — 
as religious worship on the first day of the week. Bap- 
tism, and the Lord's Supper. If Christianity, then, be 
a fable, let those who reject its claims tell ua wh&ci vu. 
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documents were fabricated, and when its peculiar inst 
tutions were imposed on mankind. Let them accom 
for the numberless quotations, references, and incidents 
allusions which are found in the works of the earl} 
christian £Eithers, and which imply that, at the time these 
works were written, the Christian Scriptures existed, and 
were regarded as of divine authority, and therefore con- 
clusive in all controversies. Let them dispose of the 
proof furnished, not only by Christian, but by heathett 
authors, that Christian societies existed as early as the 
reign of Nero, who was contemporary with the Apostles. 
Has this ever been done by any of the rejecters of Chris- 
tianity ? Has any respectable writer among them ever 
attempted to grapple fairly with the historical argument 
in favour of Christianity ? We are not aw*are of any. 
They constantly evade the main question — the question 
of historic foot. On the other hand, it has been often 
and abundantly proved by the advocates of revealed re- 
ligion, that there is ampler evidence for the truth of the 
Scripture history than there is for the truth of any other 
history — evidence which has undergone the test of the 
closest scrutiny — which has defied every attempt that 
has been made to undermine it — and which, so far from 
becoming weaker by lapse of time, has acquired fresh 
deamess and strength with the advancement of secular 
knowledge, and the general progress of events. 

From the first dawn of reason we are accustomed to 
rely upon testimony — to believe many things simply on 
the {Assertion of others. Indeed, by far the greater part 
of what we believe depends upon testimony. In the ma- 
nagement of our most important secular concerns, we 
confidently rely upon it ; and our minds are so consti- 
tuted, that it is more natural to us to depend upon it 
than to reject it. Hence, in very early life, before expe- 
rience has taught us that testimony is sometimes fiilla- 
cious, wc believe every thing that is told us. As we ad- 
vance in years, however, we learn to discriminate be- 
tween true and false testimony, and thus to weigh evl- 
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dence. Yet the information of experience, though it cor- 
rects and guides our instinctire propensity to rely Upon 
testimony, does not eradicate it, but leaves it in full yi- 
gour and operation, as a part of our moral nature ; so 
that, eyen when we have reached mature age, the evi- 
dence of testimony often commands as full and complete 
belief as mathematical demonstration itself. 

But we are reminded by those who reject the claims 
of revealed religion, that human testimony is falla- 
cious ; and are told that, however strong, it can never 
avail to establish the truth of those alleged miraculous 
events on which Christianity rests. This, as you are 
aware, has been asserted, on the pretext that miracles 
are contrary to uniform experience, whereas we have 
frequent experience of the falsity of human testimony. 
But in what sense are miracles contrary to experience ? 
If it be said that they are contrary to universal expe- 
rience, the argument built on such an assertion falls at 
once to the ground ; for it amounts just to this, that no 
one has ever witnessed a miracle — which is obviously 
begging the question. If it be meant that a miracle is 
contrary to the experience of each individual, who has 
never himself witnessed one, then the argument involves 
this absurdity — that we are to receive nothing as true 
unless it has been the subject of our own personal expe- 
rience. Were we to attempt to act upon this principle 
in the ordinary affairs of life, we should act in direct 
opposition to the first principles of our rational nature, 
and put an end to all science, as well as to all religion. 
Nay, as Dr Whatley justly remarks, ' no one would be 
authorized, on this principle, to expect his own death. 
His experience informs him directly only that others 
have died. Every disease under which he himsd/mtLy 
have laboured, his experience must have told him has not 
terminated fatally. If he is to judge strictly of the fu- 
ture by the past, according to this rule, what should hin- 
der him from expecting the like of all future diseases V 

It may be admitted that, in one seuse^ mira&\»^ ^3% 
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contrary to the experience of any individual who has 
not Himself witnessed one ; hut such an admission can 
amount to no more than this — ^that miracles are not of 
ordinary occurrence. If they were, the very end which 
they are intended to serve would he defeated. By heing 
80 often repeated, they would cease to he of any authority, 
because it would be difficult, if not impossible, to distin- 
guish them from natural events. Let it be considered 
that miracles in themselves are nothing but facts ; that, 
in this point of view, they are just as capable of proof 
as any other facts, operations, or events which take 
place in the world ; that they are no farther improbable 
than as they are not common ; that they are the most 
suitable and decisive attestation of a revelation which 
can be given ; and that the evidence of their having ta- 
ken place can be preserved from age to age. And let it 
bo still farther considered that the miracles which were 
performed in attestation of the truth of Christianity, were 
such as to bear the strictest scrutiny ; that they were 
wrought in the most public manner ; that their reality 
was never denied by the early enemies of the Christian 
faith, whether Jews or Pagans ; and the conviction must 
be forced upon the mind of the serious inquirer, that 
the proof we have of these miracles having actually ta- 
ken place, is of such an order, as to meet even the maxim 
laid down by Hume himself — ^ that no testimony is suf- 
ficient to establish a miracle, unless it be of such a kind 
that its falsehood be more miraculous than the fact.' 

Prophecy, and its fulfilment, constitute another im- 
portant branch of the evidence for the truth of revealed 
religion. Prophedi^s differ from miracles in being, not 
merely attestations ofHhe truth of revelation, but an in- 
tegral part of the revelation itself. They are founded on 
miracle, and every step of their developement may be 
regarded as a display of miraculous energy. They are 
intended to afford a decisive testimony to the being, 
attributes, and government of Jehovah; to attest the 
claims of his inspired servants ; to authenticate the re- 
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relation which He has been pleased to give to his fallen 
ereatures ; and, especially, to exhibit a testimony to the 
Messiah. 

Of all the branches of Christian evidence, the evidence 
of prophecy is, perhaps, the most direct, interesting, and 
convincing to a doubting, but honest and inquiring mind. 
This arises from its accumulative and progressive cha- 
racter. Each fulfilment of prophetic declaration becomes 
an additional proof of the truth of the original testimony ; 
and thus the revolutions of time, so far from weakening 
the evidence of prophecy, only serve to increase its va- 
lue, and to place it in a more commanding and impressive 
light. This branch of evidence is thus of a germinant 
or ever-growing character. It not only receives confirm- 
ation from the testimony of the men of former days, but 
is placed within the sphere of our own observation and 
experience ; so that, in studying it, we find that we hold 
in our own hands the last link of ft chain which has come 
down to us unbroken frt)m the earliest ages of the world, 
and which is destined to descend unbroken to the men of 
succeeding generations, till the great Angel shall stand 
upon the sea and upon the earth, and pronounce the so- 
lemn oath that ^ time shall be no longer.' 

Here we might refer to the numerous and minute 
prophecies which relate more immediately to the Mes- 
siah, and compare them with their exact and circum- 
stantial accomplishment in the person, office, and empire 
of Jesus of Nazareth. We might refer to the predictions 
that were delivered by Christ himself and his Apostles, 
some of which have been fulfilled, while others remain 
yet to be fulfilled. We might refer to the prophecies 
that had reference to various nations of heathen anti- 
quity, and remind you that Nineveh's predicted desola- 
tion has come upon it ; that Babylon, once ^ the ham- 
mer of the whole earth,' has been, in accordance with 
prophetic intimations, swept with the besom of destruc- 
tion ; that Tyre, the emporium of the ancient world, has 
becopie^ according to the prophetic warnings of E;sekie]^ 
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a place only for the drying of fishermen's nets ; that 
Egypt, the mother of arts, has hecome ^ the basest of 
kingdoms,' and has never, since her debasement, been 
able ^ to exalt herself above the nations ;' and, in fine, 
vre might refer to the past history and present state of 
the Jews, and show that, while their own land has been 
given over ^ to be trodden down of the Gentiles until 
tlie times of the Gentiles be fulfilled,' they have been 
*' removed into all kingdoms for their hurt ;' that they 
liave found ^ no rest for the sole of their foot ;' that 
they have not been ^ able to stand before their enemies ;' 
that 'a trembling heart and sorrow of mind,' have been 
their portion ; that ^ their plagues' have been ^ won- 
derful and great, and of long continuance ;' that they 
have been *• for a sign and for a wonder during many 
generations ;' and that, in the fact of their being dis- 
pt^rsed into all countries, and yet subsisting as a distinct 
people, a standing miracle is exhibited to the world,~^ 
a miracle which is seen even at the present time, in the 
fulfilment of prophecies, some of which were delivered 
more than three thousand years ago. The limits of this 
lecture, however, will not permit us to dwell on this 
branch of the subject. Suffice it to say, that the argu- 
ment derived from prophecy, shews, in the clearest 
manner, that the revelation, of the materials of which 
prophecy forms an essential part, comes from Him who 
^declareth the end from the beginning, and, from ancient 
times, the things that are not yet done, saying, my coun- 
sel shall stand, and I will do all my pleasure.' 

There are other branches of what are usually termed 
the external evidences of Christianity, at which, time 
will not permit us even to glance. Our object, indeed, 
is not to lay before you a minute statement of the va- 
rious arguments which have been adduced in support of 
revealed religion, but rather to assist you to form a 
correct estimate of their force, and especially of their 
cumulative force, viewed as media of conviction. Enough 
IB been said, we trust, to show that the facts recorded 
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in the|8acred volume, are established by such weight of 
evidence, as leaves those without excuse who regard re- 
vealed religion as unworthy of their belief, or even of 
their serious consideration. He who refuses to examine 
such evidence with candour and attention, is guilty of 
conduct as opposed to the spirit of true philosophy, as 
it is to the spirit of true piety. And he wlio rejects 
such evidence as insufficient, has to encounter difficul- 
ties incomparably greater than any which can be eon- 
ceived to arise from a firm belief in the divine authority 
of the Christian i^evelation. Refusing to receive Chris- 
tianity as true on the ground of historical evidence, he 
ought, in consistency, to regard all history as unworthy 
of credence, and to believe nothing but what he himself 
has actually witnessed. Is it not, we ask, unreasonable 
to act in reference to revealed religion, on principles 
which, if carried out to their legitimate result, would 
violate the immutable laws of human belief and lead 
to a universal scepticism? 

We have said, that the only legitimate ground of 
argument against revealed religion, is against its evi- 
dences, not its contents. We are very far, however, 
from regarding, as of little value, the evidence which 
the internal structure, and actual tendencies, of the 
Christian system, afford of its divine origin. It may 
be difficult to present this evidence — at least some 
branches of it — ^in the form of logical argument, and 
impossible to make it appear in all its clearness and 
force, to those who refuse to examine the scriptures for 
themselves, or to look at Christianity in its adaptation 
to their own case ; yet there can be no doubt, but that 
the self- verifying power of the Gospel has carried con- 
viction to many, who would have remained unmoved by 
the mere presentation of the external credentials of 
Christianity. The fitness of the Bible to all the pur- 
poses of a divine revelation, — the perfect harmony of its 
parts, — the high-toned morality it inculcates, — the adap- 
'tation of the truth it reveals, to the constitution of the 



52 RBTEALED RELIGION, 

human mind, — all combine to prove its heayet4y ori- 
gin. 

To advert, for a moment, to one branch of the inter* 
nal evidence, — who can investigate the moral character 
of the great Founder of Christianity, as portrayed by 
the Evangelists, without being struck with wonder? 
It is well known, that, though some of the most enlight- 
ened men of antiquity endeavoured to describe a perfect 
character, they all failed. But what they endeavoured 
in vain to do, the Evangelists have accomplished. They 
have drawn a faultless character ; and yet this charac- 
ter, embracing every variety of moral excellence, is de- 
lineated by a simple narrative of facts. The '^Titers in- 
dulge in no laboured panegyric upon the character of 
the Saviour ; neither do they exhibit the slightest ap- 
pearance of writing merely for effect. They simply re- 
late what Jesus said, and did, and suffered ; and yet, as 
we have just remarked, they have succeeded in de- 
scribing a perfect human character. Whence, then, it 
may be asked such a character ? Where shall we look 
for its archetype ? How shall we account for the fact 
that four men, making no pretension to high natural 
genius, or extensive learning, have exhibited such a 
character as that of Jesus Christ, — and, while they re- 
present him as frequently placed in circumstances at 
once peculiar and difficult, never ascribe to him any error 
or weakness ? Had they attempted to delineate such a 
character from fancy, they would inevitably have failed. 
The character would not have been supported through- 
out. The writers, therefore, must have drawn it from 
actual observation ; — and if the Founder of our religion 
was possessed of the character which they have deline- 
ated, he must have been what he professed to be, the 
Son of God, and the Saviour of the world. No wonder 
that even the unhappy Rousseau should have felt him- 
self constrained to say, when speaking of the Bible, and 
of the character of Christ, — *• Is it possible that a book, 
at once so simple and sublime, should be merely tho 
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work df man I Is it possible that the sacred personage, 
whose history it contains, should himself be a mere man ? 
Do we find that he assumed the tone of an enthusiast or 
ambitious sectary ? What sweetness, what purity in his 
manner ! What an affecting gracefalness in his delivery ! 
What sublimity in his maxims ! What profound wis- 
dom in his discourses ! What presence of mind, what 
sublimity, what truth in his replies ! How great the 
command over his passions ! Where is the man, where 
is the philosopher, who could so live and so die, with- 
out weakness, and without ostentation/ The whole 
passage is so beautiful and striking, that I need not apo- 
logize for quoting a few more sentences. ^ Shall we sup- 
pose,' he adds, ' the evangelic history a mere fiction ? In- 
deed, my friends, it bears not the marks of fiction ; on 
the contrary, the history of Socrates, which nobody pre- 
sumes to doubt, is not so well attested as that of Jesus 
Christ. Such a supposition, in fact, only shifts the diffi- 
culty without obviating it ; it is more inconceivable, that 
a number of persons should agree to write such a history, 
than that one should furnish the subject of it. The 
Jewish authors were incapable of the diction, and strangers 
to the morality, contained iB the Gospel, the marks of 
whose truth are so striking and inimitable, that the in- 
ventor would be a more astonishing character than the 
hero.* 

Without entering minutely into the consideration of 
any of the other branches of the internal evidence, we 
may remark in general, that Christianity is distinguished 
from all other systems of religion by these three futures : 
— ejdclusweness^ permanence^ and catholicity. It admits 
of no rival fiuth. It teaches, that with itself, as a reme- 
dial system, time shall end, and the everlasting destinies 
of all men be determined. It claimB, as its absolute right, 
the homage of every man, whatever his character, or 
station. Confined to no local temple — ^restricted to no 
oountiy — ^the exclusive property of no one people — ^it is 
suited to all times and circumstances^ and «i&ft:^\»^\^ 
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men of every language and of every clime. Here, then, 
is a religion, which, at the very first showing, seems 
worthy of a wise and gracious God. But when, in ad- 
dition to this, we find on examining its contents, that it 
authoritatively claims to exhibit the character of Deity, 
and that it represents him as a just God, and yet a Saviour 
of the guilty— combining in himself the awful attributes 
of the lawgiver and the tender attributes of the Father ; 
— that it reveals a method of salvation, which, while it 
relieves the mind from the terrors of guilt, at the same 
time, makes sin appear infinitely loathsome and danger- 
ous ; — ^that it meets our intellectual and moral aptitude 
as completely as the elements by which we are sur- 
rounded meet our physical organization ; — when we 
find, in short, that it exactly suits the circumstances in 
which we are placed, and bears throughout all its parts 
an aspect of sublime sanctity, in keeping with the high 
original it claims, — can we do such violence to the dic- 
tates of enlightened reason, as to regard such a system 
of religion as a mere harmless fable, or as a gloomy and 
pernicious superstition. 

There is also the experimental evidence of Christianity. 
The Christian feels in his own heart the transforming 
influence of the Gospel. He is conscious that the Gos- 
pel has produced effects upon himself to which mere 
human power is inadequate, and which, from their na- 
ture and extent, he is under the necessity of tracing to 
a divine source. Similar effects exhibited in the cha- 
racter of multitudes pf his fellow creatures, who have 
been ' renewed in the spirit of their minds,' are mani- 
festations of the same heavenly influence by which he 
himself has been brought from darkness to light. 

There is a marked differeiice between the external^ in-- 
temaly and experimental evidence of the Christian Reve- 
lation; each has criteria peculiar to itself, by which its 
validity or invalidity may be tried. Taken together, 
they form an array of evidence on which the most furious 
assaults of infidelity have made as little impression as that 
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produced by the storms of winter on the everlasting hills. 
We venture, then, to ask those who treat the subject of 
revealed religion with indifference, If their conduct be 
such as reason approves of? We refer them to evidence, 
not more remarkable for extent and variety, than adapt- 
ed to produce conviction in the mind of the candid in- 
quirer, — evidence consisting of unimpeachable miracles ; 
of prophecy fulfilled and fulfilling ; morality of the pur- 
est kind, flowing from doctrine as well as from precept, 
and exhibited in perfection in the holy character of the 
Founder of the Christian faith ; the early triumphs of the 
gospel, in spite of human prejudice, human interest, and 
human power ; together with that internal and experi- 
mental evidence, by which, more than by any other, 
the individual who has taken home the gospel to his 
heart, knows that his religion is ^ no cunningly devised 
fable :' — and we ask if it is not nnreasonable to reject a 
revelation which is accompanied with such conclusive 
evidence of its truth ? Is it not an abandonment of rea- 
son, to regard, with indifference or contempt, such a well 
authenticated communication from the Most High? 
Does not reason say, that it were better far to live in 
heathen darkness, and sink unenlightened into the 
grave, than to remain blind amidst the full blaze of di- 
vine truth, and perish with that book in our hands, 
which bears upon its very face the impress of divinity, 
and by which Jehovah addresses us in accents of tender- 
ness and love. 

It may tend to enforce what has just been said, espe- 
cially on the minds of the young, if we advert to the 
fact that Christianity has gathered around itself the ho- 
mage of some of the most capacious and vigorous minds 
that ever dwelt in human forms. Not that we are to 
pay undue deference to mere opinions, however eminent 
the individuals by whom such opinions have been held. 
The religion of the Bible stands on a stronger basis than 
the authority of great names. But surely every man 
who has formed a correct estimate ot VL\a q^^sl njkArx- 
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standing, ivill beware of rejecting, on trivial grounds, a 
system of religion, which has commanded the assent of 
some of the nobleirt intellects that ever adorned haaaa- 
nity. 

We refer to the great Lord Bacon, the father of in- 
ductive philosophy. What did he think about religion ? 
*• A smattering of philosophy,' he said, ^ may lead a man 
to infidelity, but a thorough insight into it, will bring" 
him back to the truth/ We refer to Sir Isaac Newton, 
in whom, Hume himself acknowledges, this island may 
boast of having produced the greatest and rarest genius 
that ever arose for the ornament and instruction of the 
species, in philosophical, astronomical, and mathematical 
Imowledge. Need we inform you, that he was not only 
thoroughly persuaded of the truth of Christianity, but 
studied the Scriptures with intense application, and ac- 
counted religion * the most sublime philosophy.* We 
refer to ihe Honourable Robert Boyle, who may be 
said to have succeeded to the genius and inquiries of the 
great Chancellor Yerulam, and of whom it were difficult 
to say, whether his &me as a philosopher, or his piety as 
a Christian, was the more remarkable. We refer to the 
celebrated Mr Locke, whose writings contributed so 
much to the progress of mental philosophy. You need 
not be told that his dying testimony was, ^ The Bible has 
God for its author, salvation for its end, and truth, with- 
out any mixture of error, for its matter/ We might 
also refer to Milton, with his fervid and towering ge- 
nius ; to Addison, with his refined taste ; to Hale, with 
his inflexible integrity ; to Howard, with his unwearied 
compassion; and, though last, not least, to Dr Johnson, 
whose gigantic mind could obtain no relief in the pros- 
pect of dissolution, but from the light of divine truth, 
and the consolations of the goi^l. 

Now, if men sudi as these, — men distinguished for in- 
tellectual acumen, and accustomed to test moral evi- 
dence,-^men who, in grasp of mind, depth of erudition^ 
and extent ofBcience^ hare had no eqiials m ^e t«^^- 
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lie of letters ; — if even they were constrained to admit 
the paramount claims of reyealed religion,— does not 
their conduct read a solemn rebuke to those who view 
these claims with indifference ; who disregard that pre- 
cious volume, which is the voice of God to a perishing 
world ; who, tossed on the troubled ocean of life, yet re- 
vise to take as their chart, that word, without attention 
to which, they must be wrecked at last on the cdiores of 
a hopeless and miserable eternity. 

III. Having tiius directed your attention to the nature 
and importance of revealed religion, and to the validity 
of its claims, we only remark farther, that indifierence 
to these claims will appear unreasonable, if we consider 
that the state of mind which such indifference implies, 
is utterly incompatible with the enjoyment of real or 
lasting happiness. 

Man is formed capable of religious notions and senti- 
ments. Whatever sagacity the inferior creatures may 
discover, it is found impossible to convey to them any 
impressions of a religious nature. They have no sense 
of a First Cause, and are utterly destitute of moral sen- 
timents. Man occupies a higher place than theirs in the 
scale of being. Unlike them, he engages in the pursuit 
of truth, and is capable of continual advancement in 
knowledge. He has a power of refleotion, and therefore 
of anticipation, which they do not possess. But his 
grand characteristic — his leading distinction — is, his being 
capable of forming some notion of invisible and creating 
power, of distinguishing between right and wrong, and 
of acting under the force of moral obligation. His reli- 
gious capabilities and tendencies are not adventitious, 
but form an essential part of his nature. They are 
wrought into the very texture and framework of his 
being. To use the words of a celebrated leader in the 
school of infidelity — I mean Lord Bolingbrok^ *. — ^ \^»». 
is a religious as well as a aoc\fil CTe«X\iT^^x£v^^ \,^V»ss« 
and adore his Creator, to discovw wcA ^5^^ >ks& ^^^' 
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Greater powers of reason, and means of improvemei 
haye been measured out to us than to other anima 
that we might be able to fulfil the superior purposes > 
our destination, whereof religion is undoubtedly th 
chief; and in these the elevation and pre-eminence o 
our species over the inferior animals, consist.' 

Now we ask the man of candour and reflection. What 
does this intimate ? Why this capacity for religion in 
man ? Whence this consciousness of moral obligation ? 
Whence these moral sentiments, which, variously deve- 
loped, and endlessly diversified, are yet everywhere es- 
sentially the same 1 Are we to regard all this as a mere 
illusion — a dream of the fancy, or the bugbear of super- 
stition ? Is it not rather the voice of nature, speaking 
in harmony with the voice of revelation, and proclaim- 
ing, that man is essentially a ^ religious animal,' and that 
there is a righteous Governor of the universe, to whom 
we are amenable, and shall certainly give account. 

Without religion, therefore, man must be unhappy. 
He has nothing fitted to meet the tendencies, or to satisfy 
the aspirations, of his soul. He may have recourse to 
sensual gratification ; but the pleasures derivable from 
the indulgence of the lower passions, cannot satisfy the 
human mind. Who more unhappy than the man of 
pleasure ? What more pitiable object than the wasted 
and worn debauchee ? We are told that Colonel Gar- 
diner, previous to his conversion, pursued his pleasures 
with such apparent zest, that multitudes envied him, 
and called him ^ the happy rake.' Yet he, himself, con- 
fesses that on one occasion, while some of his dissolute 
companions were congratulating him on his felicity, a 
dog happening at that moment to come into the room, 
he could not forbear groaning inwardly, and saying to 
himself, ' I wish I were that dog.' * Such was his hap- 
piness,' remarks his pious biographer, ' and such, per- 
haps, is that of hundreds more, who bear themselves 
highest in the contempt of religion, and glory in that in- 
famous servitude which they affect to call liberty.' 
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But it may be said, that men need not groyel in sen- 
suality. They may betake themselves to science and 
letters, and thus obtain the happiness for whifch they 
sigh. Now, we admit that a larger measure of happi- 
ness is to be found in the pursuit of knowledge, than in 
the indulgence of the lower appetites. But neither 
science, nor literature, nor both combined, could suffice 
to satisfy the unutterable cravings of the human heart. 
The more, indeed, an individual cultivates his higher 
faculties, the keener do his sensibilties become ; and the 
more intense are his longings for some object of enjoy- 
ment commensurate with his boundless desires, and for 
some sphere of action appropriate to the enlarged, and 
enlarging, capacities of his mind. 

Besides, all men are liable to affliction, and at length 
to the stroke of death. And what but religion, can sup- 
port the mind in the time of distress, and especially in 
the closing scene of life. The hour that is dissolving 
the connexion of the human spirit with all visible things, 
is one that often puts to the test the validity of specula- 
tive reasonings, and the value of religious principles. 
Yet it is precisely in this hour, that the power of reli- 
gion is most deeply felt, and its triumphs most clearly 
seen. Who but the Christian, can contemplate the loss 
of all earthly enjoyments with composure ? Who else, 
can view death, and judgment, and eternity, with calm- 
ness, and even with desire ? Who but he, can look into 
the dark and cheerless grave, and say, ' O death where is 
thy sting ? O grave where is thy victory T 

It is a fact worthy of the most serious consideration, 
that while multitudes of the human race have been sup- 
ported and cheered, in the prospect of dissolution, by 
the Gospel^ and have even longed to depart from this 
life that they might be with Christ, there never was 
an instance of an individual, who, when stretched upon 
the bed of death, regretted that he had lived a Christian. 
Many, it is true, have, at such a time, lamented their in- 
consistencies, their want of more love to the Redeexnfix^ 
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^ and more meetness for the holy exercises and sublime 
enjo3rments of the heavenly world ; but none have been 
distressed on account of their having embraced the Gos- 
pel. On the other hand, multitudes of the despisers of 
revealed religion have found their principles at death, in- 
sufficient to sustain the heart, and have been constrained 
to pay homage to that truth, which, before, they had re- 
jected as unworthy of their regard. Deathbeds have made 
strange disclosures. We have proof that they did so when 
those champions of infidelity, Voltaire, D*Alembert,and 
Paine, were about to enter on the retributions of eternity- 
And how many, belonging to the same school, but of less 
note, have died in restless disquietude, in boding anxiety, 
or in frightful despair ? 

We admit that the understanding may be so clouded, 
and the conscience so seared, as to produce a feeling of 
security in the midst of danger, and that instances have 
occurred of irreligious men meeting death with apparent 
composure. We read in the Scriptures of some who have 
' no bands in their death ; ' and we have all heard of Hume 
dying as the fool dieth, endeavouring to keep his cour- 
age up by pitiful jests on the brink of the grave— con- 
duct, which, independently of religion, was unbecoming 
alike the man and the philosopher. But even though 
infidelity may, in some cases, succeed in divesting its vo- 
taries of gloomy forebodings in the prospect of dissolu- 
tion, this does not render their situation one whit the 
more safe. Eternity will correct their errors, dissipate 
their delusions, and convince them that Mt is a fearful 
thing to fall into the hands of the living God,' 

Consider, in connexion with this topic, the immense 
interests which our conduct, in reference to revealed re- 
ligion, necessarily involves. 

We cannot suppose that God would furnish the world 
with a revelation of his will, and yet regard it as of little 
importance, whether it be examined, or left unexamined ; 
believed in, or disbelieved, by those for whose benefit it 
wss intended. He cannot view it aa a laaUct o^ \\X\\ft 
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moment, whether the stupendous events recorded in the 
sacred volume be considered by us as real or fictitious ; 
whether we view Christ as 4 mythological personage with 
Vi^ey, or as the Son of God with the apostles and the 
Church universal; whether we view the Gospel as a 
mere human speculation, or as a divine message, and ^ the 
power of God unto salvation, to every one that believeth/ 
Men may slight the evidences of revealed religion, dis- 
regard its claims, and blind themselves to its truth ; but 
deep guilt must attach to such conduct. If Christianity 
be true, then is it nothing less than rebellion against 
God to- view its claims with indifference, to demise the 
remedy which it prescribes for our distempered nature, 
and to dash from our lips the cup of salvation which it 
proffers. ' He that believeth not is condemned already, 
because he hath not believed in the name of the only be- 
gotten Son of God. And this is the condemnation, that 
light is come into the world, and men loved darkness ra- 
ther than light, because their deeds were evil.' 

Only admit that the Bible is true, and it follows, that 
each one of us is to enjoy the everiasting favour, or to en- 
dure the everlasting frown, of Jehovah. What a solemn 
consideration ! Who can measure the blessedness which 
will be enjoyed by a single redeemed sinner during the 
ceaseless ages of eternity ? Who can describe the misery 
which will be endured by a single lost soul in that place 
where, we are told, there is ' weeping, and wailing, and 
gnashing of teeth?' Compared with the interests which 
are thus at stake, what are the interests of time—the 
riches, the honours, and the pleasures of the world ? Less 
than a drop of water to the ocean, or a grain of sand to 
the huge globe. What infatuation, then, to be indiffer- 
ent, when the question that demands attention is one in- 
volving an eternity of bliss, or of woe. 

Religion, as was remarked by Locke, if any thing, is 
every thing ; and the bare possibility of its proving true^ 
should secure for it the eameBt wA wA«a\T\. ^iewcJCsss^ <^ 
every reHectiDg mind. XJpoTit\k\a «viWy^<sX.TLQlCcCvD%'>»'^ 
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absurd as indifference — ^no folly so contemptible as care- 
lessness and levity. But, even on the bare supposition 
that the Bible is the word of God, the Christian is at 
least safe — he can lose nothing. ^ Indisputably,' said 
Lord Byron, in one of his letters, ' the firm believers in 
the Gospel have a great advantage over all others, for 
this simple reason — ^that, if true, they will have their 
reward hereafter ; and if there be no hereafter, they can 
be but with the infidel in his eternal sleep, having had 
the assistance of an exalted hope through life, without 
subsequent disappointment, since (at the worst for them) 
" out of nothing, nothing can arise," not even sorrow/ 
Lord Byron was undoubtedly right. But he took too 
low ground ; for Christianity is not a matter of mere 
^doubtful disputation/ On this subject probability is 
reduced to certainty, — for, as Tillotspn remarks, ' those 
things are certain among men which cannot be denied 
without obstinacy and folly/ A triumphant tone, on 
this question, is therefore not only allowable, but de- 
manded. Christianity speaks in an authoritative voice, 
and all men, without exception, are required to yield to 
its claims. Of what infatuation then, is the individual 
guilty, who sets these claims at nought ? He regards a 
subject which is of infinite moment to himself with in- 
difference, if not with contempt. He trifles with his 
eternal interests. He makes shipwreck of his all, and 
blasts his happiness for ever. 

These remarks will, I hope, suffice to convince all 
now listening to me, that indifference to the claims of 
revealed religion is, in the highest degree, unreasonable. 
There may be, however, some young men present, who 
have fallen a prey to the wiles of infidelity, and are re- 
garding the whole Christian system as fabulous, or absurd. 
I would affectionately entreat such of you, my friends, 
as are in this state, to put the question to yourselves with 
becoming seriousness. What has led you to reject the re- 
ligion of the Bible ? Have you given the subject that 
earnest and solemn consideration, to wVi\c\ii> irota \\s Vhx- 
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portance, it is entitled ? Is your scepticism the result of 
such reasoning as you ought to he satisfied with, in a 
case in which your highest interests are concerned ? In 
pursuing your present course, are you not following the 
inclinations of a corrupt heart, rather then the dictates 
of an enlightened judgment ? Will your present creed 
sustain you in a dying hour? Are you fully prepared 
to abide the final result, whatever it may be, of your 
rejection of Christianity ? Does conscience never whis- 
per, that though you are now in the morning of life, 
you may very soon be cut down by the stroke of death, 
and ushered into that world whose sublime realities 
you now treat as a figment of the imagination ? Be 
assured that infidelity has its origin in an ^ evil heart' — a 
heart recoiling from the uncompromising sanctity of that 
gospel which Lord Bolingbroke himself has said, ^ is in 
all cases one continued lesson of the strictest morality/ 
Kochester told the truth when, laying his hand on the 
Bible, he exclaimed, ^a bad life is the only gi'and objec- 
tion to this book.' 

At the same time, we admit, that an individual may 
have some doubts, and yet be, on the whole, sincere. If 
such be the case with you, let your perplexity be an in- 
ducement to you, to consider with seriousness and care, 
the momentous subject which has this evening been 
brought under your notice. Christianity fears not the 
severest scrutiny. It courts the most searching investi- , 
gation. It chfdlenges the most rigid inquiry. There 
are many works which you might consult with great 
advantage. Let me recommend to your perusal the fol- 
lowing, — ' Evidences of Christianity,* by Dr Paley ; — 
*' A Short and Easy Method with the Deists,' by Leslie 
— ' Evidence of the Truth of the Christian Religion De- 
rived from the Literal Fulfilment of Prophecy,' by Dr 
Keith ; — Dr Chalmers' work on ' The Christian Revela- 
tion ;' — and * Sermons on Infidelity^' Vi^ ^3s^fc \^^^^i3rt 
Andrew Thomson — a dvvme, -wYvo^a \Ya\w^ '^ ^s^ XssSv- 
mately associated with the p\wie m ^V\^ n^^ «^ ^'^'^ 
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assembled. In addition to these, which may be regard- 
ed as stand^d works on the Evidences of Christianity, 
allow me to recommend two small wqrks — the one, a ser- 
mon, entitled, ' The Difficulties of Infidelity ; or the Ob- 
stacles, Intellectual and Moral, to an Infidel State of Mind ;' 
— the other, a lecture, entitled, ' The Province of Reason 
in Reference to Religion,' — both by Dr Happus, Professor 
of Philosophy and Logic in University College, London.* 

While we urge you to examine the evidences of Chris- 
tianity, we would entreat you not to neglect the sacred 
Record itself. Be not deterred by the sneers of ungodly 
associates, or the sophistry of noisy declaimers, from con- 
sulting that book, which makes known the character of 
God, and sheds a heavenly radiance on the dreary path 
of life, — ^that book, without which, this world were a 
gloomy wilderness, and the world to which we are hast- 
ening an impenetrable mystery, — that book which tells 
us of a divine Redeemer, who is ' able to save them to 
the uttermost that come unto God by him,' and of a 
divine Sanctifier who can renovate the depraved heart, 
and ' make us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of 
the saints in light/ Read this best of books, seriously 
and attentively; digest its truths; compare its parts; 
consider its adaptation to th« end it proposes. And, 
while you peruse the sacred page, look to the Father of 
spirits, and seek that He may guide you in all your in- 
quiries, preserve you from the blinding influence of error, 
and make you wise ' unto salvation.' 

There may be another class of young men present — a 
class consisting of individuals, who, though they have 
not made up their minds to a positive rejection of Chris- 
tianity, are yet very far from being genuine disciples of 
Christ. 

You, my friends, may have examined the evidences of 

* In addition to the above works, the author would take this op- 
portunJty of earnestly recommending an excellent little work by Dr 
Morrison of London, — entitled, * Counselsto Toxmgt&.eiioii'MLtA^iTv 
inMdelity, and the Eyidencea ot Christianity; 
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Christianity with some care, and may be convinced of 
the futility of the objections which have been urged 
against the Christian system. But though you acknow- 
ledge the conclusiveness of the ai'guments which have 
been advanced in favour of Revealed Religion, you have 
not been brought to comply with the divine requisition, 
' My son, give me thine heart/ You may have studied 
the Bible, in a way similar to that in which you have 
studied the Elements of Euclid. You may have derived 
intellectual pleasure from the evolution of truth on the 
subject of Religion^ just as you have derived pleasure 
from the elucidation of any proposition submitted to 
your consideration. But your ^ evil heart of unbelief 
has remained, all the while, unchanged. You have con- 
tinued in a state of alienation from God. Notwithstand- " 
ing your religious profession, you are strangers to the 
renovating influence of the Gospel — and are destitute 
of every feature of the Christian character. The lan- 
guage that was applied to the Jews may be applied to 
you, — ' He is not a Je% who is one outwardly ; neither 
is that circumcision, which is outward in the flesh : But 
he is a Jew, who is one inwardly ; and circumcbion is 
that of the heart, in the spirit, and not in the letter ; 
whose praise is not of men, but of God.' Remember, 
I beseech you, that nothing can save you, but an inte- 
rest, by faith, in the righteousness and atonement of 
Jesus Christ, and through him, in the riches of divine 
grace. ^ Being justified by £sdth, we have peace with 
God through our Loixi Jesus Christ.' *• If any man be 
in Christ, he is a new creature ; old things are passed 
away ; behold, all things are become new.' ' There is 
therefore now no condemnation to them who are in 
Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh, but after the 
spirit.' 

1 trust, there are not a few young men present, who, 
far from viewing revealed religion as a c^ld ^sAVsaaxwo^ 
field of speculation, have t*e\t \X» ^^TclecX ^«^\a^C^ssv^.^» 
their spiritual necessities, as g\Mi\X.y^^Q^^>>^'^'^'> ^^^^^'^'^ 
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creatures ; and In that adaptation, have found an argu- 
ment for the truth of the Gospel, infinitely superior to 
all the arguments which have ever heen furnished by 
the wisdom of the schools. 

Having felt, my christian friends, the Gospel to be the 
power of God unto your salvation, seek to live more 
under its hallowing influence. While you aim at the 
highest degree of intellectual improvement within your 
reach, seek, above all things, to resemble Him who ' suf- 
fered for us, leaving us an example, that we should fol- 
low his steps.' Cultivate a devotional spmt, for without 
habitual intercourse with God, there can be no symmetry 
of character, or consistency of conduct. You may have 
fits of religious excitement, but your light will not bum 
with the steady brightness, that increaseth more and 
more unto the perfect day. Be zealous in the service 
of God, that you may augment your spiritual enjoyment 
through life, that you may be eminently useful in the 
world, and that you may, at last, ^ shine as the bright- 
ness of the firmament,' and ' as the stars for ever and 
ever/ A Toice comes to you from the hoary generations 
that are past, saying, ' Whatsoever thy hand findeth to 
do, do it with aU thy might.' The shout of the army of 
Immanuel summons you to ^ come to the help of the 
Lord, to the help of the Lord against the mighty.' He 
who is King of kings, and Lord of lords, says, ' To him 
that overcometh will I grant to sit with me on my 
throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with 
my father on his throne.' — ' Therefore, my beloved 
brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abound- 
ing in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that 
your labour is not in vain in the Lord.' 



LECTURE III. 



ON THE TEMPTATIONS OF YOUNG MEN TO EMBRACE • 

INFIDEL PRINCIPLES. 

The prescribed title of this Lecture plainly takes for 
granted, that young men are exposed to peculiar temp- 
tations, to the adoption of infidel principles, and, obvi- 
ously points out, as the main subject of the lecture, — 
the exposition of the nature and operation of these pe- 
culiar temptations, and the suggestion of those views and 
measures by which young men may be best prepared to 
resist them. We are not called upon at present to bring 
forward the arguments which may tend to recover from 
infidelity those young men who may have already more 
or less fully embraced infidel principles, but to suggest 
considerations which may, through the divine blessing, 
operate in saving young men from falling under their 
ruinous and destructive sway. We are not called upon 
to consider and refute the direct arguments upon which 
infidelity professes to rest, but rather to point out those 
general tendencies or influences in which most of these 
alleged arguments originate, and from which they de- 
rive in truth their weight and plausibility. We take 
for granted also, that by the excellent lectures already de- 
livered, you are convinced that you are responsible, not 
only for what you do, but for what you are, not only 
for your words and actions, but for your dispositions, 
motives, and opinions that you are at ^T«%fe\!A. ^i»^^ks&s^ 
that the works of creation and. '^ToxV^etiRfc ^'5t^"5^'«»=- 
dant materials for estabUsYdng, on ^^ ^XtvrX^^N. ^gtwosv^ 
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of reasou and argument, the existence of a great First 
Cause, — an intelligent agent adorned with every perfec- 
tion, and entitled to the adoration, the love, and the 
obedience of all creatures ; and that the Bible contains 
a revelation of the mind and will of this great and glori- 
ous Being, a communication addressed by him to us, 
adapted to our condition as guilty and depraved, yet 
immortal, creatures — bearing essentially upon our happi- 
ness in time and through eternity, and therefore demand- 
ing our attention and submission. You may be at pre- 
sent persuaded of the truth of these positions, at least 
you may not be disposed to deny them, but you are not 
iiree from the danger of being yet tempted to reject them, 
and it is the sources of this danger against which we are 
now called upon to warn and to guard you. 

Infidelity is sometimes used in a wide and general 
sense, as meaning very much the same thing as irreligion, 
the habitual disregard of the obligations arising from the 
knowledge that may be acquired of God, and of our rela- 
tion to him. Sometimes it is used in a more restricted sense, 
for a positive denial of the authority of the Bible as a re- 
velation from God. Practically, these two things do not 
differ very materially from one another, for almost uni- 
versal experience proves, on the one hand, that men who 
positively deny the divine origin and authority of the 
Bilde, are, whatever they may occasionally profess about 
their respect for the obligations of the religion of nature, 
destitute of any thing like a serious regard to God and 
hiB Providence, that is, in other words, of all religion ; 
and, on the other hand, that when men are destitute of 
any serious uid habitual regard for religion and its ob- 
ligations, it is generally a matter of accident, that is, of 
external circumstances, depending chiefly upon the com- 
pany into which they may have been cast, or the books 
which they have been led to read, whether they posi- 
tively deny the divine authority of the scriptures or 
not. And such persons are almost suie to -^•^Id to any 
temptation wiucli may be addressed to i\ieisv to ^Tc^st««i^ 
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the principles of positive infidelity. The great mass of 
mankind who are living around us in carelessness and 
indifierence about religion, iire substantially infidels, led . 
by their evil heart of unbelief to depart from the living 
God, although it may be that they have never been led 
to deny the divine authority of scripture. But if such 
persons should happen to become associated with a clever jj^ 
and ingenious infidel companion, or should be led to read 
some plausible infidel book or pamphlet, it is not in the 
least unlikely that they might, without difficulty, be in- 
duced to add to their habitual indifference and uncon- 
cern about religion in general, a positive rejection of 
Christianity, of the authority of the Christian Revela- 
tion, and thus become infidels in the more restricted 
sense of the word. The transition from a state of in- 
difference and unconcern about religion as a practical 
matter, affecting our relation to God and our eternal 
welfare, to a positive denial of the authority of revela- 
tion, is a very easy one, often depending much more 
upon external circumstances, than upon mental pro- 
cesses, and leaving full room for saying in regard to men 
who may have been led to embrace infidel principles, 
what Dr Samuel Johnson once said of a man who was 
described to him as being an infidel, *■ He is an infidel 
as a dog is an infidel, because he knows nothing about 
the matter.' 

But while there is thus a sense in which infidel prin- 
ciples may be said to be very widely spread, and even 
to be substantially coincident with the unchanged de- 
pravity of the human heart, the natural enmity of the 
mind against God, while there is a sense in which every 
man may be said to be an infidel, who has not been born 
again of the word of God, through the belief of the truth, 
we are called upon, at present, to take the word in its 
more definite and limited signification, as denoting one 
who positively denies the supreme authority of the 
bible, as a divine revelation, Nvho \.xQfeaafc^ \5^ Xi'^Nfcn^. 
and openly asserts, that the ViVW^ \a T\si\. >i^^ -^^x^ ^ 
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or 
God, whose ordinary style of statement and profes- 
sion distinctly points to that conclusion. But before 
proceeding to consider further the subject under this 
limited point of view, we would again wish to press most 
earnestly upon all the young men who hear us, that, 
since God has given us a revelation of his will, those 
only can be regarded as rightly discharging their duty, 
and rightly improving their privileges, who have really 
received this revelation as a divine communication to 
them ; and who have cordially and unreservedly sub- 
mitted their understandings, hearts, and lives, to the 
practical influence of the leading views which it unfolds. 
The temptations of young men to embrace infidel 
principles, that is, as we have explained it, to deny and 
reject the divine authority of the bible, are, of course, 
in substance the same as those to which men in general 
are exposed. The temptations to infidelity have their 
seat in the heart, in the principles of man's unrenewed 
nature. Men are commonly infidels, either because 
they have never carefully examined the question, whe- 
ther the scriptures contain a divine revelation ; or be- 
cause, in the examination of this question, they have 
permitted the operation of influences, the tendency and 
efiect of which have been to afiect improperly the con- 
clusions to which they have come, to lead them to give 
es than a fair and reasonable weight to the body of 
proof by which the divine authority of the scriptures is 
established, and to concede more than a reasonable weight 
to the objections and difliculties by which the evidence 
of Christianity has been assailed. The question, whe- 
ther the bible contains a revelation from God, is not 
one of mere abstract speculation, not one which occupies 
and engages only the reasoning faculties ; it is a ques- 
tion having important practical bearings, which cannot 
fail to be at once perceived by all who enter upon the 
investigation, and which can scarcely fail to aflect the 
wishes, mclinationSj and leanings of men^aa to the result 
of the inquiryj and thereby, accordmg to tYie Qt^Vftsrj 
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principles of our constitution, to influence our mode of 
conducting the inyestigation, and the conclusions at 
which we may ultimately arrive. 

The decision of the question, Whether the hihle con- 
tains a divine revelation, dearly involves the question 
of the principles on which men ought to form their 
character, and to regulate their whole conduct; and 
this is a subject, in regard to which it is not easy for 
them to be altogether impartial. If the bible contain a 
divine revelation, then it is at once an imperative duty, 
and essential to mens true and permanent happiness, 
that they should take it as a light unto their feet, and 
a lamp unto their path ; that they should bring all their 
opinions and actions to be tried by the standard which 
it prescribes ; that they should aim ever at the promo- 
tion of GK>d's glory, and the everlasting ei^oyment of 
his presence; that they should mortify their members 
which are upon the earth ; that they [should not be 
conformed to this world, but set their afiections on things 
above, and live under the powers of a world to come. 
Now, these are important practical results, about which 
men cannot be indifierent, and which must materi- 
ally affect the operations of their understandings, in 
the investigation of the preliminary question on which 
they are suspended. If it be said, that there are many 
men who admit the divine authority of the bible, and 
yet are just as £ur from living under the practical influ- 
ence of these principles, as those who openly deny the 
bible to be the word of God ; we, of course, admit the 
fact, and we have already adduced and explained it. 
These men are substantially infidels, and it is very much 
a matter of accident, that they have not been led to 
deny the divine authority of the bible. The general 
temptations to infidelity, are just those which have kept 
these men in their present state of mind and heart. 
Whether they may ever be led to deny the authority of 
the bible, will depend, not on ^cnet«3L y"'^'^^^^'^ '^ "^^ 
^aeacee which may be stated and d^M«afed^\k>iX t^Wsssr. 
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ii|Wiii th«; oiitrard circonutanoes in wiiidk 
In* yiJAT'^fi. 

Tiif; f(tincTh\ temptations to infid 
oji«Tnif«' upon men who may nerer have 
Aiiihorify of the bible, and which, 
nonnfTxion with certain external cii 
tiuftuinH^ (Cnnerally lead to a poaitiTe and 
that thf? bibl«; cr»n tains a rereUition from God. Amd dto 
tAriiptation*! wliich operate npon men in gen g fl i 
t\w:ti iht^nn rf'ffiiltfi, rcsiMsctively, are jost tiioae 
tfind to \piv\ youn^ men to embnee infidd 
tlionf(h thny an; Home what modified and 
in thf jr irifliRnce, by circumstances which 
fKt<!nt, fHf nil liar to yonng men. The leading 
whii;li t«;nd to t<;mf)t men to embrace infidel prinG^kSy 
nrf, yZrW, an unwillingness to give the time and aMcB- 
tiori nfTC4*mary for a full examination of the daims of 
tbd hthlf to a Hi vine origin. Second^ an aversion to the 
ruNiriiintH wliicli tlio divino authority of the hible im- 
|M)M'M ; and, tMrdy the pride of knowledge, or a dean 
to bf til ought tnoro skilful, knowing, and independent 
in tbiiiliing, tlinn their neighbours. 

TUim^ art: tlin liMiding causes of infidelity in men in 
general, and tliny operate in young men with peculiar 
Ntntngth, and undnr certain modifications, to which we 
may briefly advert, in considering them separately. 

J. The want of due diligence and attention in the ex- 
amination of the qucHtion. 

When men are growing up to the maturity of their 
faculties, thoir attention is eagerly solicited by many 
interesting objects of pursuit, in the acquisition of know- 
ledge, and the occupations of life. They hare little 
leisure for the consideration of any thing that does not 
naturally attract their attention, or force itself upon 
their notice. And thus, comparatively few young men 
ever think of examining with care, whether the bible 
contain a revelation from Qod. They \vqiiN<& h^eii. tang^ 
and they have been accustomed, to xc^axdi Wia \(ftiiVft W 
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this light. They may have met with nothing that has 
led them to entertain any doubt upon the point, and 
they thus continue in a state of mind which, while it 
does not involve a positive denial of the truth of revela- 
tion, can scarcely be said to be characterized by a posi- 
tive conviction of its divine origin. Very many of you, 
my young friends, who may have never entertained or 
expressed any doubt of the truth of Christianity, must 
be aware, that you have never carefully examined the 
question, whether it be true or false ; and that, if asked 
to give any account of the reasons why you professed to 
receive the bible as a divine revelation, you would be 
very much at a loss for an answer. Your thoughts have 
never been seriously directed to the question. Your 
faculties have never been brought to bear upon it. You 
may have read no books against the truth of Christian- 
ity; but neither, probably, have you read any in its 
defence. If, in this state of knowledge, or rather of 
ignorance, you were to fall in with some clever infidel 
book, or some clever infidel companion, you would pro- 
bably be struck with the plausibility of some of the ob- 
jections and difficulties that might be started. The same en- 
grossing pursuits and occupations which had hitherto pre- 
vented you from examining the evidences of Christian- 
ity, might still prevent you from devoting a due measure 
of time and attention to the investigation, while, how- 
ever, the objections and difficulties of the infidel might 
rankle in your mind, and if they were again and again 
pressed upon your notice, might at length seem to you 
to possess great weight, and at last produce something 
like conviction. You might thus be tempted to embrace 
infidel principles, — to reject Qod's message to perishing 
sinners, and to make shipwreck of faith and a good 
conscience, without having ever fairly and fully inves- 
tigated the question on which such important results 
are suspended. This we believe to be a true history 
of a common process, by wMch. yoxxiv^TCkWEL wc^\«as!^«^ 
to embrace infidel principles ; oiv^ V\xcj«» ^^ l«^ '''^^*^ 
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are oonscious that the fiist part of the description now 
given corresponds with the present state of your know- 
ledge and convictions upon the suhject, should feel 
that you are exposed to dianger, and are called upon to 
look around for some shield to protect you. 

2. Perhaps, in addition to a state of great ignorance 
and apathy ahout the grounds of the truth of the 
Christian religion^ you are beginning to feel yourselves 
drawn towards a participation in the sinful pleasures 
and enjoyments of the world. You may be becoming 
wearied of the restraints of home, and of the decencies 
and proprieties of your fathers house. You may have 
already begun to be guilty of occasional violations of 
the Lord's day, or occasional profanations of the Lord's 
name. You may have become intimate with compa- 
nions who are accustomed to mis-spend the Sabbath, 
and to neglect the public ordinances of religion. You 
may be becoming familiar with impure and filthy' con- 
versation. You may be tempted occasionally to par- 
ticipate in the unlawful indulgences with which many 
around you are engrossed. The song of the drunkard, and 
the allurements of the strange woman, to use the language 
of Solomon, may be gaining a hold of your minds, and 
exerting an influence upon your habits; while yet you 
may be restrained from running to the same excess of 
riot as some others, by the remonstrances of natural con- 
science not yet seared and deadened, by some feeling of 
respect for religion, and by some sort of vague sense of 
the truth and authority of revelation. This is a state 
of extreme and imminent danger. You may, indeed, 
continue, as many do, in the pursuit of unlawful indul- 
gences, without being tempted to embrace positively in- 
fidel jMrinciples ; but this will be very much a matter 
of accident or of outward circumstances ; for if, in the 
situation which we have described, you were to have the 
objections and difficulties which the evil heart of unbe- 
lief baa started^ brought under your notice^ and pressed 
upon your attention^ you would be very tt|^\. V> Y>si^^ ^ 
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their inflaence, not as the result of a calm and impartial 
examination of the question, whether the Bible con- 
tained a revelation irom God, but under the perverting 
influence of your own depraved appetites and sinful ha- 
bit8,and in order to escape from the restraints which your 
tonaer traditionary or educational admission of the truth 
of Christianity imposed. 

This, there can be no reasonable doubt, is the history 
of the process by which many young men are tempted 
to embrace infidel principles ; and when they have once 
embraced them, the certain result will be, that they will 
become more immersed in sinful indulgences, that they 
will be led on to work all uncleanness with greediness, 
that their consciences will become more hardened than 
if they had merely continued to indulge in immoral 
practices; and that they will be placed still more com- 
pletely beyond the reach of influences and opportunities, 
through means of which they might be brought back to 
a knowledge and practice of their duty, and led to at- 
tain the great end of their existence, — the promotion of 
God's glory, and the everlasting enjoyment of his pre- 
sence. 

3. With these two influences, that often tempt young 
men to embrace infldel principles, there is frequently 
combined the pride of knowledge or of intellect, the de- 
sire of being thought persons of superior information, 
and of enlai^ed and enlightened views. Even in the 
Apostles' days there were *• oppositions of science falsely 
80 called,' which tended to lead men away from the sim- 
plicity of the truth, and in every suceeding age there 
have been pretenders to superior science and to superior 
independence of mind, who despised and rejected the 
revelation of the gospel. Bacon has a statement to the 
effeety that a little philosophy leads men to atheism, but 
that a deeper philosophy brings them back to God ; 
not that any portion of real knowledge has of itself, 
and in its own nature, a ten^ftiic^ \q V»^ \s!««s. n» 
tbeiaa or infidelity ; but t\waX mctL ^V<«fc VoaNaX^^^ 
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is shallow and superficial, are very apt to be puffed ap 
with it, to imagine themselves superior to those around 
them, and are sometimes tempted to shew this fancied 
superiority, by despising what other men regard as sacred 
and venerable. This feeling is particularly apt to spring 
up in the minds of young men who have just entered 
upon the pursuit of knowledge, who find this pursuit 
very interesting and attractive, and engage in it with all 
their faculties. It is, indeed, indisputably true, that 
the greatest geniuses that have ever adorned human na- 
ture, and the most distinguished philosophers who 
have extended the boundaries of science, have been 
believers in the divine authority of Christianity ; but 
it is also true, that there have generally been some 
who have had fair claims to talent and science that 
have embraced infidel principles, and their example 
is but too apt to lead young men who are eagerly en- 
gaged in the pursuit of knowledge, to entertain a notion 
that it is a mark of an enlightened mind, elevated above 
the influence of superstition and bigotry, to reject what 
is believed by the great body of the vulgar and ignorant 
among them. A young man is, perhaps, acquiring a 
knowledge of some branches of science of which his pa- 
rents knew nothing, and of which many around him are 
still ignorant; and he soon begins to think that it is un- 
worthy of a young man of talent, and spirit, and knowledge 
like him, to be believing what his grandmother believed ; 
and when this pride of knowledge and intellect is com- 
bined, as it often is, with utter ignorance of the grounds 
and evidences of Christianity, and with a growing appe- 
tite for social and sinful indulgences, it is very apt to lead 
young men to give undue weight to the objections and 
difficulties of infidels, and to reject as false and unfounded 
a system which has commanded the assent of the great- 
est minds that have ever examined it, or that indeed have 
ever brought their powers to bear upon the investigation 
of any branch of human knowledge. Young men are 
pecuJiarljrseimtive to the effect of ridicule, aMaxe ««svV^ 
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laughed or bantered out of their opinions when they 
have not embraced them from careful inquiry and accu- 
rate investigation ; and the instances are numerous, in 
which the wit and the sneers of infidel companions have 
made them ashamed of the belief in the authority of 
Scripture in which they had been educated, and have 
prevailed upon them, though perhaps not without some 
misgivings, to reject Christianity as an antiquated super- 
stition, which it may be very well for women and child- 
ren to submit to, but which, from the ridicule that has 
been cast upon it, it would be degrading in them any 
longer to reverence or respect. 

These are some of the influences which lead men to 
embrace infidel principles, and which may be regarded 
as the main sources of the infidelity that exists in the 
world. They are common to men in general, but they 
apply with peculiar force and power to young men. 
These, my young friends, are some of the leading dan- 
gers to which, in this respect, you are exposed ; and if, 
in your present state of mind, you would regard it as a 
great sin and a great evil that you should embrace infi- 
del principles, let me request your attention while I en- 
deavour to point out to you some considerations, by a 
regard to which you may, through God's blessing, be 
preserved from this danger. 

1st. Cherish a deep sense of the importance of the 
question. Whether Christianity be true or not. The mere 
facts, that the Bible claims to be regarded as a revelation 
from God ; that it is the only book in the world which 
has any plausible pretensions to such a character ; and 
that its claim has been admitted by the great body of the 
most able, learned, and pious men that have ever adorn- 
ed the history of the world, are sufficient to prove the 
importance of this question. It claims to be the only 
authoritative guide to the knowledge of God, and the 
salvation of the soul. It has been regarded in this light 
by many whom no one can affecl \Ai ^<eB^Y»^«S!AL *^<5stft^ 
fore its claim is deserving o£ Wie tuq^ «cnss«>& ^«ii5a^«st:- 
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ation and the most carefal inquiry. It is, consequently, 
in the highest degree irrational for men to set aside its 
claims, and to embrace infidel principles, without the 
most mature and patient investigation of the grounds of 
their opinion. A greater amount of talent and of learning 
have been employed in establishing the truth, that the 
Bible contains a revelation from God, than in proving 
any other position to which the assent of men has ever 
been demanded. And its claims, therefore, in right 
reason, are not to be set aside by men who have never 
investigated the subject, and who are influenced merely 
by certain superficial objections and difficulties which 
have been picked up at random. And yet it is plain, 
that most of those who have embraced infidel principles, 
have never carefully examined the question, whether 
Christianity be true, under any thing like an adequate 
sense of its paramount importance. Thus irrational is 
the conduct of many who reject the Bible, when we re- 
gard the question of its truth or falsehood chiefly as a 
point of intellectual speculation. But when the prac- 
tical and eternal consequences depending upon the set- 
tlement of this question are taken into account, how 
greatly does their folly appear to be aggravated ! Men 
have no clear and certain knowledge of the character 
and moral government of God,— of their own character 
and condition,— of their duty and their destiny, except 
what is derived from the sacred Scriptures. The Bible 
professes to give full information upon all these import- 
ant subjects, the most important that can occupy the 
minds of rational and responsible beings, — ^it claims the 
submission of their understandings and hearts under the 
most solenm and awful sanctions ; and is it not madness, 
in these circumstances, for men to disregard and reject 
the information it conveys, when they have never brought 
their minds to bear with any thing like patient investi- 
gation and deliberate attention upon the question, whe- 
ther its claims be well-founded or not, and who, now 
that they have embraced inMel pTmcv^\«^ 'woxjX^^ \i 
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asked to give a statement of the reasons why they have 
rejected the Bible, probably be about as much at a loss 
for a rational answer, as formerly they were to give a 
statement of the reasons why they admitted it as a reve- 
lation from God ! 

Be assured then, that, whether the subject of the truth 
of Christianity be regarded as an intellectual specula- 
tion, or as iraught with the most important consequences 
upon your character, happiness, and destiny, it deserves, 
it requires, and it is entitled to, your most serious, care- 
ful, and patient investigation, that you should not make 
up your mind on the point upon the ground merely of 
a hasty and superficial consideration of some incidental 
topics connected with it, which may have been pressed 
upon your notice, and that no man in right reason is, in any 
sense, warranted to make a profession of infidel principles, 
until at least he can honestly say, that he has devoted 
to the examination of the subject a measure of time and 
attention proportioned to its vast importance, that he has 
brought the whole powers of his mind to bear patiently 
and deliberately upon the claims of Christianity, as these 
have been set forth by its most distinguished defenders, 
and that he has come clearly and decidedly to the con- 
clusion, that the Bible is not the word of God. 

2d. Guard against every thmg that might affect your im- 
partiality in the investigation of this important question* 
or lead you to toish that Christianity were not true, — that 
the Bible were not a divine revelation. Nothing is more 
certain or more manifest, than that our wishes, desires, 
and inclinations, exert a most material influence upon 
all our intellectual processes, and upon the actual opinions 
we form ; and that it is comparatively easy to convince 
men of what they are previously inclined to believe, and 
very difficult to convince them of any thing which they 
are unwilling or averse to believe. In the natural un- 
godliness and depravity of heart which attaches to all of 
us^ there are strong pre^posm^ \.^iii\fc\tfSkK^\»*^^^5»»- 
jectioB of Christianity, and lVi« ado^XXoiv ^S. *vi\^ewei\ v^«^- 
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ciples; and these tendencies are mortified and subdned 
only by the power of the Holy Ghost, through the belief 
of the truth. Bat at present we refer chiefly to open 
manifestations of the depravity of the heart in word and 
action. If you have already begun to be thoroughly 
engrossed with the pursuits and occupations of this world, 
to the neglect of God and religion ; if you have begun 
to disregard the sanctities of the Lord's day, and 
the sacredness of His name ; if you have been led in 
some measure to cast off the restraints of education, mo- 
rality, and decency, and to share in the unlawful plea- 
su res of the world ; if you have begun to form immoral and 
degrading habits, and would now find it difficult to change 
your course of conduct, to abstain from every thing out- 
wardly irreligious and immoral, and to give some de- 
gree of serious attention to religion and the salvation of 
your souls, then it is perfectly manifest that you do not, 
in these circumstances, come to the examination of the 
truth of Christianity with any thing like impartialiily, 
with any thing like a sincere desire to ascertain the truth 
upon the point, but under the influence of a corrupting 
and perverting bias, arising from a wish that you may 
escape from the restraints which the admitted truth of 
Christianity would impose, and that you may be at 
liberty to devote yourselves to this world, and to indulge 
^ely in its unlawful pleasures. It is thus true now, as 
it was in our Saviour s days, that men hate the light be- 
cause their deeds are evil. Infidels understand well the 
influence of these tendencies of the human character ; 
and, accordingly, many of them have been careful in 
their attacks upon Christianity, to appeal not merely 
to pride of knowledge and of intellect, but to the depraved 
appetites and immoral tendencies of men, sometimes 
by pleading directly and openly against the restraints 
which religion and morality impose, and still more fre- 
quently by means of statements and allusions, sneers, 
andjeats, which stimulate and gratify the licentiousness 
and impurity of the human heart. BtxI w^n^ct, -^^tYkiMg^ 
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has there been so full and formal, so open and systema- 
tic, a combination or identification of infidelity and im- 
parity, of a rejection of Christianity and an unrestrained 
indulgence of the corrupt and depraved appetites and 
passions of men, as in that monstrous system, which is 
now raising its head, and exerting its baneful influence 
in our own land, under the name of Socialism. 

Let me beseech you, then, my young friends, to guard 
carefully against cherishing any desires or inclinations, 
indulging in any practices, or forming any habits, which 
would lead you to wish that Christianity were not true, 
that there were no hereafter, that God had not given us 
a revelation of his will, and that men were under 
no obligations from a regard to divine authority, and 
eternal consequences, to live soberly, righteously, and 
godly, in this present world. And in connexion with 
this subject, let me entreat you to be very careful in the 
choice of your companions, and to shun with care, deci- 
sion, and perseverance, the society of those who would 
tempt you either to practise immorality or to despise 
religion, and especially to take care that you *• walk not 
in, the counsel of the ungodly, nor stand in the way of 
sinners, nor sit in the seat of the scornful.' The men 
who may endeavour to jest and banter you out of your 
religious convictions, and who, by ridicule and sneers, 
would tempt you to throw aside the scruples and restraints 
under which you have hitherto acted, you should regard 
as your worst and deadliest foes. If you attend to the 
character and conduct of such persons, you will easily 
see that while ' they promise you liberty, they are them- 
selves the servants of sin ;' and if you frequent their so- 
ciety, and listen with complacency to their statements, 
it is not improbable that. they may succeed in making 
vou ' ten-fold more the children of hell than themselves.' 

dd. Make yourselves familiar, by reading and study, 
with the nature and grounds of the proof by which the 
truth of Christianity, and the dLYia<(i &n&Vv^\\^.>i ^S. "<J«v^ 
bible, have been estabViahed. 
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The leading facts, on which the truth of Christianity 
rests, have heen proved with a strength of evidence that 
attaches to no other facts which have not come under 
our own personal ohservation ; and this direct evidence 
has been confirmed and corroborated by an incalculable 
amount of proof derived from collateral sources. That 
Jesus Christ and his apostles existed; that they said and 
did what the books of the New Testament ascribe to 
them ; that in what they said and did there is abundant 
proof that they were commissioned by €h>d, and acted 
under his immediate direction, has been established by 
a body of direct and positive evidence which is altoge- 
ther irrefragable. Accordingly, infidels have seldom or 
never attempted to grapple fairly and manfully with 
the body and substance of the direct proof of the truth 
of Christianity, but have generally contented th^nselvea 
with carping and cavilling at some of its minuter por- 
tions and inferior details. They have never boldly at- 
tacked the citadel of Christian evidence, but have mere- 
ly attempted to carry some of the outposts, and have 
laboured, by raising dust and confusion, to withdraw 
men's attention from the real point in dispute, and to 
blind their eyes to the strength of the 'position which 
Christianity really occupies. Let it, then, be deeply 
impressed upon your minds, that the proper question in 
this matter is not, whether plausible difficulties and ob- 
jections may not be started about some particular por- 
tions and details of the Christian evidence, or about some 
particular statements contained in the Scriptures, but 
whether the prophets and apostles were true men, who 
had a divine commission. Make yourselves familiar with 
the immense mass of direct proof by which it has been 
established that they neither were deceived themselves 
nor intended to deceive us, by which it has been proved 
that, if there bo any certain grounds of human know- 
ledge, these men spoke and acted under the immediate 
direction of Ood, And when you have mastered and 
digested this body of direct proof, you ViV\.\»m^\.V\ft 
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danger of being perverted by the plausible difficulties 
which infidels may start about incidental details or par- 
ticular statements of Scripture. The advocates of Christi- 
anity, indeed, have never shrunk from a full and fair in- 
vestigation of all the objections and difficulties which 
the most learned and ingenious infidels have been able 
to devise. Never yet has an attack been made even 
upon the outposts or details of Christian evidence 
which has not called forth men of higher talent, learn- 
ing, and character, than the assailants, to meet and to 
beffie it ; but after the objections and difficulties, which 
have been commonly urged by infidels, have been re- 
futed and exposed, the defenders of Christianity would 
have been entitled, upon the strictest principles of 
reason and philosophy, to say that, even if the parti- 
cular difficulty or objection which they may have been 
called to consider, had not admitted of so clear and satis- 
factory an answer as they have given it, this would not 
have affected the great question of the truth of Chris- 
tianity, or materially diminished the strength and 
weight of the unassailable mass of direct and positive 
evidence by which its truth has been established. 

The more carefully you weigh the arguments of infi- 
dels, the more clearly will you see that they do not, in 
general, really touch the main grounds on which the 
truth of Christianity, the divine authority of the Bible, 
rests ; and the more familiar you become with the na- 
ture and grounds of the direct and positive proof for the 
truth of our holy religion, the more safe will you be 
against the assaults of infidels, and the less will you be 
affected by the paltry difficulties and cavilling objec- 
tions, which form the main staple of the arguments of 
infidels. * 

4th, Study the word of God itself, with prayer for di- 
vine guidance and direction. This is the best and most 

* Here some of the best and most aoeeasLbV^ <««rV%^^N^^^%<^:- 
dences of CSiristianity were m«iiUoiied wA T%(i«BSDD«a>^^^% «^<^ ^ 
Cludmen, Paley, Bogue, AlexEai^ex,'&ftV02i« ^^« 
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effectual preservative against the assaults of infidels, as 
well as the great mean of deriving from God's revelation 
the full measure of benefit which it was intended to im- 
part. The more carefully and humbly men study the 
word of God, the more plainly will they see in it clear 
proofe of its divine original, and the more firmly will 
they be settled in the conviction that it contains a com- 
munication from God to man on subjects of unspeakable 
importance, — that holy men wrote the books which 
compose the Bible, as they were moved by the Spirit of 
God. Infidels, in general, have been very imperfectly 
acquainted with the Scriptures. David Hume, the ce- 
lebrated infidel, confessed, towards the end of hi^ life, 
that he had never read through the New Testament, the 
divine authority of which he had laboured to overthrow. 
But when men study the Bible with humility and 
prayer, the difficulties by which they may have been 
once perplexed, vanish away ; the self-evidencing power 
of the Bible, as it has been called, tells upon their under- 
standings and their consciences, and they become ra- 
tionally and firmly settled in the conviction, — a convic- 
tion which nothing can 'shake, — ^that, in the words of 
Locke, ^ the Bible has God for its author, salvation for 
its end, and truth, without any mixture of error, for its 
matter.' It is obviously most reasonable that a thorough 
knowledge of the Bible should be regarded as necessary, 
in order to fit and prepare men for judging rightly and 
impartially of its origin and authority. This can be ac- 
quired only by a careful study of its contents ; and if 
men admit the existence of God, they cannot think it 
unreasonable that they should accompany the study of 
a book which professes to come from him, with fervent 
prayer to him to guide them into all truth, ^ to show 
them of the doctrine, whether it be of God or of men.' 
And if this course of careful study and fei*vent prayer be 
faithfully and systematically pursued, men will not only 
discover in the Bible itself the clearest and most conclu- 
sjye evidence of its Divine Original *, \>\xt tYie^ ViSV^tv^ «. 
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new and most impressive testimony in the effects which, 
through the blessing of God, it is producing upon their 
own hearts and lives. They will have a witness in tliem- 
selves, which will be to them the most conclusive of all 
proofs, that Christianity cannot be a cunningly devised 
fable ; that the Bible is not a forgery or imposture, but 
the very word of God, which liveth and abideth for 
ever. They will thus not only be delivered from all 
future danger of embracing infidel views, but they will 
be brought into a state of friendship and communion 
with God ; they will become animated with high and 
holy principles ; they will steadily prosecute the true 
end of their existence ; they will have pe,ace and joy in 
believing ; they will be delivered from the corruption 
that is in the world, through sinful desire ; they will be 
guided and directed amid all the perplexities, en- 
couraged and comforted under all the trials and afflic- 
tions, of life ; they will be enabled to walk, without 
fear, through the dark valley of the shadow of death, 
prepai'ed to stand before Christ's tribunal, to meet their 
Judge with joy and not with grief, and admitted to dwell 
for ever with the Lord. 



LECTURE IV. 



THE EXCELLENCY OF THE KNOWLEDGE OF GOD. * 

' But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of 
the Lord, are changed into the same image, from glory to glory, 
«ven as by the Spirit of the Lord.'— 2 Cokinthiams iii. 1& 

What a remarkable and heart-stirring scene was that 
in which the Apostle Paul published his testimony of 
Jesus and the Resurrection, to the Athenians of old ! 
When, in the midst of idol temples and idol worship, in 
a city where, at eyery step, an image might be seen of 
some false god, he powerfully, faithfully, and earnestly 
lifted up his yoice in favour of the one living and true 
God, and the revelation he had made known to man. 
He pleaded for the spiritual character and the spiritual 
service of God, in opposition to the carnal and degrading 
service of those that were no gods. 

And what effect did his address produce on his audi- 
ence ? ' Some mocked, and others said, we will hear thee 
again of this matter.' And how was this ? These were 
the wise men of Greece — ^men of learning — the philoso- 

* The author of this Sermon thinks it right to state, that, in 
preaching it, he had very short notes before him ; and, not being 
aware that he wonld be called on to publish it, he did not at once 
commit it to writing. It may, therefore, be supposed, that, after a 
lapse of eight or nine months, there must be a con&ldfix«b\<&\!(»:!tsi^c«ist. 
of omissions, as well as consldaibXAe ^«As^.i , ttwsi ^QCk&^'ixvsNss^k., *• 
originally delivered. 
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phers of the day — ^how was it that there was no beauty 
or attractiveness to them in the Apostle's clear and 
simple exposition of the first principles of divine know- 
ledge ? Because, in the midst of their philosophy and 
carnal wisdom, ' they had become vain in their imagina- 
tions, and their foolish heart was darkened ;' ' profess- 
ing themselves to be wise, they became fools ;' and ' even 
as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, 
he gave them up unto a reprobate mind ;' so that the 
teaching of the Apostle was foolishness unto them, and 
they could not endure his faithful witness to that Being 
whom ' they glorified not as God.' 

What a contrast is here presented to us between them 
and the Jewish lawgiver of old ! They, with haughty 
and unhumbled spirit, cared not to know Grod, though 
that knowledge was urged on them in the glowing lan- 
guage of an inspired apostle ; while Moses, on the other 
hand, with a subdued and teachable spirit, sensible of 
his ignorance, eager after that ' wisdom which cometh 
down from above,' cried with fervour and earnestness of 
entreaty unto God — ' I beseech thee, shew me thy glory !' 
How many thousands tread in the footsteps of the Athe- 
nian sceptics ! How small a band associate with the ser- 
vant of God in his impassioned prayer ! 

And, beloved, if God our Father had tarried until the 
desire to know him was manifested on earth, before he 
poured forth his ^ treasures of wisdom and knowledge ;' 
had he withheld his hand from opening the glorious 
storehouse, until man had eagerly stretched forth his 
to grasp its riches, and expatiate on its glory, we should 
still have been a race ' given over to a mind void of 
judgment.' But, blessed be his name ! he has, of his 
own free grace and sovereign mercy, manifested forth 
his glory, in the person of his dear Son, that all might 
look on him and receive those lessons of heavenly wis- 
dom which are laden with the blessings of the ' life that 
J20WJS, as well as of that which is to come.' He sent his 
beloved Son^ who is * the image of Ood,* \\i^ ^"ViTv^X^ssa 
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of his Father s glory, and the express image of his per- 
son/ ' The Word was made flesh — and we behold his 
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Fa- 
ther/ Notwithstanding the thick darkness in which 
man lived, which he preferred, which he gloried in — 
yet, by the amazing compassion of the Being against 
whom he rebelled, ' God, who commanded the light to 
shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts to gire 
the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the 
face of Jesus Christ/ 

Among other dark spots on which this ' true light ' 
shone, the Apostle receired some of its brightest beams 
into his heart. He felt its power, he saw its brightness, 
he recognised its glory. His inmost soul was moved 
under its influence. ^ Oh the depth of the riches both 
of the wisdom and the knowledge of God.' And thus he 
gives us, in the text, the result of his own experience, 
while he testifies to the excellency of the heavenly 
knowledge to be attained. ' We all, with open face, 
beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed 
into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the 
Spirit of the Lord/ 

Would that the experience of the Apostle, so clearly 
stated, might have the effect on us all of leading us to 
behold, to look at, to consider the Lord Jesus Christ as 
the highest and noblest exercise of our souls, and by 
giving ourselves up to a holy and heartfelt contempla- 
tion of his glory, discover that in him ' all fulness 
dwells.' The example of one of old might well influ- 
ence us in this respect. The Queen of Sheba came from 
the uttermost parts of the earth to hear the wisdom of 
Solomon ; and ^ behold a greater than Solomon is here.' 
Let it, then, be our earnest desire to acquaint ourselves 
with God through his dear Son. Let us count it as our 
highest privilege to study his chai'acter, to behold the 
unveiling of his mysteries, to be led by hia ixsLV^ofc^ Vjssjci^ 
up the vast steeps of tKat wvadoxa. -sqVvJcv ViaSfe.\i^«^^«5>^- 
den from the foundatioii oi t\ie -s^otV^A^^^ "^ ^^"^ '^^'*' 
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with steady awe, and gaze on the constantly advancing, 
never-ending glories of the future, according as he hath 
heen pleased to make them known. Let us, in fine, like 
Mary, find ourhest, our sweetest occupation, in hearing, 
learning, and obeying our Master s words, while we sit 
at our Master s feet. 

But let ns now proceed to examine in detail, the de- 
claration of the Apostle before us in the text. And here 
we shall be led to observe, in general, the importance 
and excellence of that divine knowledge, which is the 
Apostle's theme in it. 

The ' glass ' of which he speaks in the passage before 
us, is evidently the Gospel. And here, then, we are to 
make our first, our highest, discoveries of God and his 
character. In this glass we behold ' the glory of the 
Lord ;' or, in other words, in the Gospel, we have the 
testimony of Jesus, the clear and accurate delineation of 
him, in whom dwelleth ' all the fulness of the Godhead 
bodily,* and who himself declared, ' he that hath seen 
me, hath seen the Father.' Now, to look into the mir- 
ror for this glory, or to search the scriptures for this 
testimony, is of the utmost importance to us all. For 
what does the first step in the knowledge of Jesus lead 
to ? is it not to a knowledge of ourselves ? When once 
the eye begins to trace the lineaments of his character, 
who was ' holy, harmless, undefiled, and separate from 
sinners,' the contrast is brought immediately and pain- 
fully to view, between the revealed 'glory,' and the 
' soul that cleaveth to the dust-' And thus the patriarch 
of old, when his eye was enlightened to look on this, 
gives us his experience, ' now mine eye seeth thee, 
wherefore I abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes.' 

And it is not only in regarding the ' glory' of Christ's 

character^ that the mind of the sinner is expanded in 

self-knowledge, — not only does the ' light of life' in 

Jesus exhibit to him the contrast of the darkness of 

death within his own breast, but t\ve same "kiiO\?\'ed%<e \s 

increased and enlarged a thousandfold, aa\ie xe^d^MXifc 
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' glory' of Christ's work. When he traces the life of 
humiliation and sorrow through all its windings, unt il 
it is terminated in the death of shame ; when he sees 
the Lord of ' glory' expiring on the cross, and finds that 
this bloody offering was required to cleanse his guilt 
and take away his sin, — then indeed does the iron enter 
into his soul, and he learns the lesson of deep humilia- 
tion, which he could not otherwise understand, and in 
the full conviction of a mind, whose inmost thoughts 
have been laid bare, he is ready to smite upon his breast 
and cry, ' God be merciful to me a sinner.' 

And it is this which gives the study of the word of 
God, a pre-eminence and superiority above all other 
studies, and all other sciences. For in none other save 
in this, is the sinner brought into such direct contact 
with the mind, the thoughts, the ways, the designs, and 
the character of God. Other sciences, indeed, tend to 
exalt and to magnify God, but it is only by implication 
and inference, it is but the echo of his voice that we 
hear in them, while in this^ his glory is directly mani- 
fested, and the sound of his voice, his mighty voice, is 
c/ear/^ audible. Great and wondrous are the discoveries 
which the industry of man has made, in the animal, the 
vegetable, and the mineral kingdoms. Stupendous have 
been the results which the experience, and investigation 
of ages have exhibited in the science of astronomy; 
but what are all these to the being brought into the 
immediate presence of God in the mirror of his word, 
to behold his character and his gloiy, in the far re- 
ceding past, in the present, and in the boundless fu- 
ture ? In the former, it is true, God is seen, but it is 
but darkly, dimly, and obscurely, in comparison of the 
full glory of his manifestation in the Gospel. In the 
one there is, as it were, but the hidings of his cha- 
racter ; in the other, there is the full development o 
this character, in its glorious, infinite, and eternal i^ec- 
fections ; and therefore lio acvewi^ <5as2L.j\^<i •^sas^^'V^^ 
up the clear light to the daik. ^i\iBSxJw?K. ^1 "^i^^^xfi^sx^ 
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soul, or guide him with certainty through the lahyrinth 
of its deceitful mazes. 

Now, the ^ beholding as in a glass the gloiy of the 
Lord,' — spoken of by the Apostle inthe text,— is not 
intended as a mere intellectual search into the character 
of God, or an abstract contemplation of his glories ; on 
the contrary, the investigation here noted is altogether 
a practical one, the science to which the apostle draws 
our attention is, indeed, based on the eternal perfections 
of the divine character, but it is only perfected when 
carried out and developed by an actual and entire 
change produced on the heart, the mind, and the con- 
duct of the inquirer. The Apostle never loses sight of 
this in all his urgent and fervent appeals in favour of 
the religion of Jesus. While laying the great doctrines 
of the cross, in all their length and breadth, as the true 
foundation, he never fails to show that the everlasting 
truths which lie at the base of revelation must be 
wrought out in the case of every individual believer, in 
a ^life and conduct such as it becometh the gospel.' 
Thus we find in his enumeration of the Old Testament 
worthies, in the eleventh chapter of his Epistle to the 
Hebrews, that he exhibits them to the church, as the 
faithful beholders of God's glory, and the inquirers into 
his character, by referring to their ^ work of faith, and 
labour of love.' He gives us to understand that they 
' searched diligently' into the revealed will of God, by 
recording the practical obedience they rendered to that 
will; and that they ' obtained a good report,' not by 
sutble disquisitions on the being or character of God, or 
by a life of ascetic contemplation, but by a 'living 
faith,* which, through God's Spirit, 'purified their 
hearts,' and led them to ' overcome the world.' 

Now this practical result of the study of God, in 

his gospel mirror, is beautifully set before us in the 

text: 'beholding,' says the apostle, as in a glass, the 

^/orjr of the Lord, we are changed* What a -wouAtwvs 

power is here given to the faithful exaxxmiataoxL o^ t\kfe 
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Scriptures of truth. As we look, we are changed. Not 
a mere change of idea, nor an alteration of opinion, but 
an entire change of thought, desire, will, word, and work; 
we ' behold the glory of the Lord,' and ' are changed* into 
' new creatures;' ' old things pass away, and all things be- 
come new/ The pursuit of other sciences may develope 
the mental faculties, and frequently lead to a change of 
sentiment, — this, and this alone, leads to a change of 
heart ; when once the sinner is brought into contact 
with the revealed character and will of God, and per- 
ceives the footsteps of the living Ood as he treads the 
wide field of inspiration, then, in the inmost recesses of 
his soul, is felt the truth of that word which an Apostle 
of old heard from out of the throne of God, ' Behold I 
make all things new.' 

And you will observe one peculiarity of connexion 
here, between the study of revealed religion and its 
practical result, which is very important. The Apostle 
says, *• beholding as in a glass,' intimating that the study 
of God in his word is not a thing to be taken up at one 
time and set aside at another, but that it must be con- 
tinually in hand; that the plan, as it were, of his 
wondrous works, and his glorious designs, must ever be 
extended before our eyes, and we at all times ' behold- 
ing' them with diligence and earnest zeal ; and then 
he adds the result, *we are changed.' The constant 
process is going on as we behold; the change has 
not been at a former time and at once effected, nor 
are we only to look forward to a future time for this. 
It is now proceeding, if we are in the act of ' be- 
holding.' ' The beauty of holiness ' is increasingly 
put on, according as the spring of divine knowledge is 
made to rise up in the heart : as heavenly wisdom Com- 
eth down from above, and fills the soul, so we become 
more conformed to Christ, and from wearing the image 
of the earthly, we gradually wear more and more tlv«, 
image of the heavenly. 
And this latter thongKt leads wa \.o xvaWc^^ ^Jo»J^ 'Obk^^ 
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is a reversal of the figure in its application. When 
' the natural man beholdeth himself in a glass,' the 
image in the mirror is the reflection of him who is 
before it. Here, however, it is the reverse, when the 
sinner looks into the glass of the Gospel, he is ' changed 
into the same tma^e\which he beholds therein. That 
likeness in which man was created, but which was de- 
faced by the fall, is restored by the grace of the Gos- 
pel. And so truly may we in this view, apply the 
words of St James, * Whoso looketh into the perfect 
law of liberty, he being not a forgeful hearer, but a 
doer of the work, this man shaU he blessed in his deed;' 
' blessed by being ' changed into the same image. 

How glorious is the change here spoken of. First, 
as regards God, it brings us from a state of alienation, 
into one of friendship ; it blots out the distance be- 
tween the ' Holy One' and our souls. As sin had se- 
parated between him and us, and destroyed our commu- 
nion with him ; as, like our first parents, we ever ' hid 
ourselves' from God, so when changed into his image, 
' we have fellowship with the Father,* through his Son. 
And then, as regards our fellow-creatures, when re- 
stored to the image of God, we look around upon the 
human family, with sentiments akin to those with which 
he looks down upon them. The same mind which was 
in Christ Jesus animates us. On the one hand, we re- 
gard, with the liveliest compassion and tenderness, 
those who are in darkness and the shadow of death, and 
even as Jesus wept over Jerusalem, so are we ready to 
mourn and take up our lamentation for those who are 
living without God, and without hope, in the world. 
While, on the other, our hearts are drawn forth with 
fulness of afilection and glowing interest, towards those 
who are ' of the household of faith ;' who serve the 
same Master as we do, and are travelling on the same 
roB^f towards the same home. As Christ ' loved his own 
which were in the world,' so we ' love tVie ViYotherhood/ 
And further, let us notice, that the a^o%t\e bA^%^ — 
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* We are changed into the same image, from glory to 
glory! From glory here to glory hereafter, or rather, 
from one step of glory here to another ; for every step 
in grace is a step in glory ; every renewal of the soul 
after the image of God, is the gradual putting on of a 
glory which shall never fade away. And though, to 
the outward eye and the carnal sense, this glory appear- 
eth not, yet angels see it, and God acknowledges it ; 
and yet a little while, and it shall be ' known and read 
of all men.' Just as in the dark and shapeless chrysa- 
lis, there is proceeding a work of surpassing beauty, 
though unseen by mortal eye, until the moment arrives, 
when, breaking from its prison-house, the beauteous 
insect, all glowing with many hues, escapes, and flutters 
upwards in the air of heaven ; — so with the soul now 
changed into the image of God ; incased in its frail and 
crumbling tenement, it is already being adorned and 
beautified : the spirit of glory and of God, resting on it, 
causes it, day by day, to assume a heavenly form, and 
receive a heavenly bloom ; and, at length, when death 
lays the body in the grave, dust to dust, ashes to ashes^ 
it shall be found to be ' all glorious within,' ' like (as 
the Psalmist of old has it), the wings of a dove, which 
is covered with silver wings, and her feathers like 
gold.' 

And here let me add, that the oftener and the closer 
we ' behold * and seareh for God in his word, the more 
will this glory grow and increase. It was not the first, 
but the second time, when Moses communed with Gt)d 
on the mount, that on his return, his face shone. So it 
is by continued and near approaches to our heavenly 
Father by the Gospel of his Son, that we become ' filled 
with all the fulness of God.' 

And, moreover, let us observe, that in dwelling on 
the excellencies of beholding the glory of God in his 
word, the Apostle supposes us to look in a cextaisLXiBax!^- 
nep; ' We all,' says he/ tcUH opea /ac%: '\V\^ ^n\^^'ssJCS:?j 
refers to ihQ veil of wliich \ie V«.^ \\xsX ^^^'scl. '^^^ 
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veil which is on the heart of every sinner, and which 
must be removed before we can, with open face, look 
into the ^ glass,' or retain any impression from the 
' image ' which is therein. Now this preparation of the 
heart, is alone from the Lord, and therefore the Apostle 
adds, ' we are changed from glory to glory, even as by 
the Spirit of the Lord.' ' Where the Spirit of the Lord 
is, there is liberty,' that is, freedom from the blindness 
of unbelief, and the darkness of sin ; freedom from that 
' covering which is cast over' the mind, and which hin- 
ders it from beholding the glories of redeeming love. 
And thus, our Lord truly says of this Spirit, who so ena- 
bles the sinner to ' behold with open face the glory of the 
Lord,' that he ^ will take of mine and show it unto you.' 
Such is a brief exposition of the Apostle's language in 
the text. Let me now draw the subject to a conclusion 
by a few words of earnest application. I beseech you 
then to remember, that, while the contemplation of the 
glory of God in his gospel, is a privilege within your 
reach, an awful hazard is associated with this free offer 
of God to unfold his glories to your view. It is freely 
laid before you, and it is a precious gift ; but your re- 
fusal to accept of it involves ruin to your body and your 
soul. When God pleases to manifest himself in the gos- 
pel mirror, and yet you neglect to look on him, or reso- 
lutely turn away your eyes from beholding him, then 
you not only fail in attaining a knowledge of him, but 
you will ' bear an awfril blame for ever.' We may ne- 
glect other sciences, or refuse to give our attention to 
other studies, without receiving positive detriment, but 
neglect of this draws with it irretrievable ruin — ' How 
shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation V It is 
not only the wicked, the openly proiane, and irreligious, 
but likewise all who ^forget ' God, that shall be ' turned 
into hell.* 
How terrible is the picture presented to us in the em- 
phatic langvLSLge of inspiration, xegat^Viv^ iVift daxv^er 
and perilous condition of those "who cat© tloI \ft *• Vw^ «^ 
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knowledge of God/ The apostle represents such to us 
in the first chapter of his Epistle to the Romans, as heing 
given up of God, and that in three ways. 1st, He gives 
them up ' unto uncleanness.' 2d, He gives them up to 
' vile affections.' And 3d, He gives them over to ' a re- 
probate mind :* ' A mind void of judgment.' ' Ephraim 
is joined to his idols, let him alone.* God gives them 
up. He stretches out upon them the ' line of confusion,' 
and they *■ treasure up unto themselves wrath against 
the day of wrath, and revelation of the righteous judg- 
ment of God.' 

I pray to God that all who now hear me may have 
another ' mind' given to them ; that, like Samuel of 
old, when God is calling to them from his Holy Word, 
they may, with eagerness of soul, with inward pantings 
after the knowledge of God, and of his Son Jesus Christ, 
exclaim, ' Speak, Lord, for thy servant heareth.' And 
this knowledge will be to them ' life eternal.' 

And I especially express the fervent desire of my heart, 
that the youth whom I now address, may be led to ' seek 
the Lord, while he may be found ;' and thus acquire a 
godly fear, which is both the beginning and the end of 
all true wisdom. May they now ' behold, as in a glass, 
the glory of the Lord,' that, gathering thepight of heaven 
around them, they may walk on in safety as children of 
light ;' and be thus prepared for ^ the cloudy and the dark 
day.' Sooner or later ' the evil days' must arrive to us 
all, let us then not delay a moment in acquainting our- 
selves with God and his word, which will be a ' light unto 
our feet, and a lamp unto our path.' To the youthful 
mind, it may be, this advice fails to be forcible, from the 
present peace and sunshine in the midst of which they 
dwell. Oh ! that they might be convinced that this de- 
ceitful calm cannot last for ever. While the sea is lashed 
by the fury of the tempest, and the waves thereof roar and 
are troubled, and the very mountains shake with the 
swelling of it, while the mighty surges are sw«^\. "^iS^sscv^^ 
withiieaistless force,undext\xei\Mc^ol^<&«NftTB5^^^^'^'^^^ 
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ly ship, moored far inland on the banks of a mighty river, 
feels none of the commotion, but rides quietly and at 
peace ; — as, however, she slips from her moorings, and 
begins to descend the current, swell after swell comes 
rolling on before her ; gradually they increase in power 
and depth, till at length she is floating to and fro on the 
bosom of the mighty ocean, every beam quivering and 
straining in the hurricane — and think you, that the 
mariner, who in his frail bark, so dashes forth into the 
foaming deep, has no guide with him ? He is not 
guilty of such madness, he has his charts and his 
compass with him. And with these then I would ear- 
nestly entreat you to provide yourselves, in prospect 
of the stormy voyage of life now before you. Take 
* Christ with you in the ship,' and you will never be ' a 
cast-away.' He, as the true wisdom, is ' the principal 
thing;' therefore, ' get wisdom;' and, as the mariner 
gladly observes the starfe in their courses, and joyfully 
hails their appearance as the thick cloud passes away, 
so do you seek those things which are above, where 
Christ sitteth at the right hand of God ; and, with the 
earnest desire for guidance and heavenly knowledge, 
seek also for heavenly grace, that you may be thoroughly 
furnished unto all good works, ^ be changed into the 
image' of Christ, and so adorn his doctrine in all things. 
' Whatsoever things are true, honest, just, pure, lovely, 
or of good report, if there be any virtue, and if there be 
any praise, think on these things.' 

Thus provided, your condition will be one of safety ; 
your mind will be enriched with treasures of know- 
ledge ; your heart will be stored with the blessings of 
peace ; and you shall be able, from experience, to enter 
into the language of him who, in the text, exhorts you 
to behold the glory of God, when he declared, ' I count 
all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge 
Or Christ Jesus, my Lord.' 
And may his prayer be answered richly to you all, 
' Tliat the God of our Lord Jes\xs C\iiiat, \\«¥fv\\iet <sl 
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Glory, may give unto you the Spirit of Wisdom, and 
revelation in the knowledge of him, the eyes of your 
understanding being enlightened, that ye may know 
what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of 
the glory of his inheritance in the saints, and what is 
the exceeding greatness of his power to us- ward who be- 
lieve/ 



THE END. 
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